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PSP surrenders ammunition to Syria 


BEIRl/T (Rl — Lebanon's Dru 2 c militia surrendered JUU mnno of 
ammuniuoi] ro Syrian troops on Saturday under a gmvromeni plan tit end 
!6 yean of civil war. Security sources said Progressive Socialist Parry 
(PSP I miliiunieo and Syrian troops loaded the Hi, nmub, rocked and 
nni-aircral ammunition aboard a convoy of 30 S>nan armv trucks. The 
transfer of tbe ammunition to the Syrians twk place at two PSP base* in 
the villages of 'Ain 2haha and hen Al Dine. uhrch arc in the Duuc-hckl 
Sbouf mountains southeast of Beirut. The PSP. With lO.UW men. h 
Lebanon's second sponges: private army after the Lebanese Ktreev iLFl 
mtbua The sources cud more ammunition would be handed mcr mi 
Sunday and then PSP would then wrrrndcr unis. mtilli-har/rJkd rocket 
launchers, cannons and heavy artillery to 5>nan Hoops The nuliha has 
been collecting weapons m preparation for their transfer to she Syrian* 
sun Thursdav The PSP his denied reports that same heavy gum had 
ilread) heen handed over. The goteramcnl ui hrvJcnl [lias Hra*i last 
month ordered all Lebanese and foreign militias in Lebanon to hjnJ their 
weapons 10 the Lebanese 1 arrm b> the end of Apnl 
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Two killed in 
occupied territories 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Unknown assailants kil- 
led an Arab youth and a man 
suspected of collaborating with 
the Israeli authorities, reports 
said Saturday. In the occupied 
Gaza Strip, 25-year-o!d A!i 
Mahmoud Badwan was kidnap- 
ped from his house in the Bureij 
refugee camp before dawn Satur- 
day. Then shot trim to death in a 
nearby orchard, tbe reports said. 
In the occupied West Bank, au- 
thorities on Saturday dound the 
body of 15-year-old Ahmad 
Hamdan, who was stabbed to 
death in an olive grove not far 
from the village of Balaa, where 
he Kved. Journalists said the boy 
was kidnapped by masked men 
Thursday. 

Arabs urged to keep 
boycott of Israel 


DAMASCUS (R) — A senior 
Arab League official on Saturday 
urged Arab states to pursue a 
boycott of companies doing busi- 
ness with Israel. "The boycott of 
Israel is an effective weapon to 
limit Israel's greed and Israel's 
repression of our people in Pales- 
tine and their uprising...'’ said 
4 \*uheir Aqeel, commissioner of 
1 the Arab Office for tbe Boycott 
Of IsraeL “We call for commit- 
ment to the boycott rules to 
counter the Israeli obstinacy," he 
added in a speech at the opening 
session of a week-long meeting of 
the office in tbe Syrian capital. 

Pakistan will not 
dump 

nuclear programme 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister .Nawaz Sharif said Satur- 
day thar Pakistan would not give 
up its nuclear research program- 
me even if it had to suffer 
hardships through loss of foreign 
aid. The official APP news agen- 
cy quoted as telling a rally in the 
northwestern town of Bannu that 
“foreign quarters" were accusing 
Pakistan of making an atomic 
jbomb, despite its assurances that 
nrts nuclear programme is peace- 
ful “They desire that we forge or 
bargain on our peaceful nuclear 
progr amm e which we shall never 
do." Mr. Sharif said. He was 
apparently referring to the Un- 
ited States, which cat off all 
mUrcary and economic aid to Isla- 
mabad last October under Press- 
Jer amendment legislation, after 
President George Bush refused to 
certify to Congress that Islama- 
bad was not malting a bomb. 

Yeltsin nominated 
for 

Russian presidency 

MOSCOW (AP) — Democratic 
Riissul, a eoaliton of reformers 
and political parties* nominated 
i f Boris Yeltisn as its candidate 
Saturday for expected June elec- 
| fioos for president of the Russian 
Republic. TASS reported. 
Democratic Russia* an anti- 
Communist organisation, claims 
13 million members. Mr. Yeltsin 
currently is chairman of the legi- 
salturej now the highest office in 
' Russia. Ru ssi ans voted by an 
overwhe lming margin in March 
to create a presidency filled by 
popular vote. The election must 
sin be approved by the Russian - 
congress in May. Mr- Yeltsin is 
■widely expected to win the elec- 
tion, which would give him 
popularly- backed authority in 
Russia, which is the largest of ibe 
■ 15 Soviet republics with half the 
• popnlaiton and three-tjuarters of 
r th € Und. Soviet President 
MikhaH Gorbachev, in contrast, 
has never faced the voters. • 

Fez r&ters jailed 
up to ten years 

Rabat (R) — A court in the 
central Moroccan city of Fez has 
sentenced 42 people to between 
four months and 10 years in 
ptison for their part in violent 
riots last . December 14. A group 
A of 48 appeared is the Fez appeal 
J I court charged with setting fire to 
public bufldiDgs, damaging cars 
tad shops and participating in tbe 
riots. Two were sentenced to 10 
years and 40 to prison terms 
• tanging from eight years to four 
njqpths. Six were acquitted. 
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Jordan expects major 

Soviet role in efforts 
for peace in Mideast 


Price: Jordan 100 ffis; Saudi Arabia 1.50 rivals; UAF, 1.50 dirhams 


AMMAN (J.T) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Taher Masri Saturday wel- 
comed a forthcoming visit by 
Soviet Foreign Minister Alexan- 
der Bessmertnykh to the Middle 
East and sard ihat Jordan ex- 
pected an active Soviet role in 
current peace efforts in the re- 
gion. 

Speaking on Jordan Radio Mr. 
Masri said the outcome of U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker’s 
mission depended on Israeli re- 
sponse to the peace efforts. 

"Jordan welcomes the forth- 
coming visit of Mr. Bessmertnvkh 
and we expea a great deal of his 
mission," Mr. Masri told Jordan 
radio in a interview. 

“The Soviet Union can play an 
important role... and it has plenty 
of cards to pfov," he said. 

He said Moscow's oositior. on a 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict is “close to that of 
the Arabs and its understanding 
of a regional settlement is based 
on Israeli withdrawal from Arab 
territories. ” 

“Moscow shares with us the 
principles of exchanging land for 
peace as well as opposing Israel’s 
cancerous settlement in Arab 
land,” Mr. Masri added. 

“We expea a lot from the 


Soviet Union," Mr. Masri said. 
“It has many cards which it can 
use." 

He said Moscow opposed 
Israels policy of building settle- 
ments on the occupied Arab terri- 
tories and understood that using 
U.N. Resolution 242 as the base 
for any peace talks meant Israel 
exchanging land for peace. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh is due to 
begin a Middle East tour soon. 
Earlier this week he told Mr. 
Baker that Moscow would co- 
sponsor talks between Israel and 
the Arabs and Israel and the 
Palestinians within the* 
framework of a regional peace 
conference. 

No dare is yet fixed for his trip 
but Israel expects Moscow first to 
renew diplomatic ties with the 
Jewish stare. 

Mr. Baker broke off bis tour of 
the region, during talks in Israel 
Friday when he heard that his 
mother had died. 

State department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutwiler said 
on Saturdy Mr. Baker's seemed 
to be putting the burden of sal- 
vaging his peace mission on Israel 
and still needed some answers on 
crucial questions he put to Israeli 
leaders. 

Mr. Baker has been trying to 


persuade Israel, the Palestinians 
and Arab states to attend a peace 
conference which would serve as 
a vehicle for direa talks between 
all tbe parties. 

Mr. Masri said that perhaps 
Mr. Baker has achieved a slight 
progress through his tour and 
talks in the Arab countries, but it 
seems that he was less fortunate 
in his talks with Israeli govern- 
ment leaden. 

Mr. Baker would perhaps have 
to return to this region more than 
once so that be can obtain further 
replies from Israel, Mr. Masri 
said. 

Mr. Bessmertnykh's visit to 
Israel is the first by a Soviet 
foreign minister since 1967, when 
Moscow severed relations with 
Israel. 

Mr. Masri did not comment on 
the development of the Soviet- 
Israeli relations. 

' Mr. Masri praised Mr. Baker’s 
regional mission and said: “This 
is the first time that Washington 
is genuinely seeking to resolve 
the complicated Arab-Israeli con- 
flict." 

Tbe minister refused to say 
whether he was optimistic by the 
outcome of Mr. Baker's peace 
mission adding that the “ball is 
now in Israeli court.” 


France wants big powers to 
discuss Baghdad-Kurdish accord 


Combined agency dispatches 

FRANCE DEMANDED a meet- 
ing Saturday of the U.N. Security 
Council to examine the situation 
in Iraq in light of talks between 
the Iraqi government and Kur- 
dish rebel leaders, the French 
Foreign Ministry announced. 

A communique released by the 
ministry said France had asked 
for the meeting of the council's 
five permanent members to dis- 
cuss the developing situation in 
Iraq. The countries are the Un- 
ited States, the Soviet Union, 
China, France and Britain. 

Die United States, France and 
Britain are engaged in a massive 
relief effort to care for hundreds 
of thousands of Kurdish refugees 
who have fled their homes to 
primitive mountain camps in 
northern Iraq, Turkey and Iran. 

The Kurds left their homes 
after their post-Gulf war rebel- 
lion was quelled. 

The Iraqi government prom- 
ised Kurdish leader Jalal Talaba- 
ni earlier rhfc week that the Kurds 
could safely return home and 


promised them autonomy m their 
homeland in northern Iraq based 
on a 1970 accord. 

The allied forces, meanwhile, 
are carving out "security zones” 
in northern Iraq where the Kurds 
can feel safe. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar said Friday that 
tbe United Nations will take over 
the refugee camps established in 
northern Iraq by the allies. Tbe 
exact timing of the transfer was 
unclear. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar told the 
Security Council that the United 
Nations was developing a prog- 
ramme for taking over all the 
allied relief facilities. 

Some diplomats have said 
there is a conflict between the 
U.N. humanitarian centres to be 
set up within Iraq for refugees 
and the massive U.S.-led military 
programme for refugee centres. 
But both the United Slates and 
the United Nations say their 
plans can be married and even- 
tually all will be run by the world 
body. 

Still, there has been confusion 


about bow the two independent 
programmes can merge. Iraq has 
tolerated but denounced the 
U.S. -led refugee effort, while 
welcoming U.N. refugee aid. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar told re- 
porters the U.N. takeover of the 
Zakho operation “is more than a 
possibility. We intend to take 
over as soon as possible. We are 
working on it.” 

In a written report to the 
Security Council, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said: “It has become im- 
perative that tbe United Nations 
be in a position to assume respon- 
sibility for the (cunent allied) 
relief operations as soon as possi- 
ble." 

He said it has been decided, 
with agreement of the parties 
concerned, that tbe U.N. High 
Commission for Refugees will 
send two convoys of relief com- 
modities into northern Iraq Mon- 
day. 

But takeover of the allied re- 
fugee camps appear'd to be some- 
what distant. The secretary- 

(Cou tin tied on page 5) 


U.S. begins airlifting refugees 
to camps in northern Iraq 


ZAKHO (Agencies) — The U.S. 
military Saturday brought the 
first Kurdish refugees to a camp 
in this northern city, hoping their 
example will convince thousands 
Of othtt* to return to their home- 
land. 

Some 250 men from the camp 
at Isikveren on the Turkish bor- 
der were flown by helicopter to 
Zakho, where a tent city is being 
built as part of a “safe haven” 
region for the Kurds who fled a 
rebellion in Iraqi Kurdistan. 

“This is a great camp in com- 
parison with our camp in Tur- 
key.” said one of the returning 
Kurds, Mohammad Sadeeq 
Hassan-Missonri. “There we 
don’t have anything, no food, no 
meat if the Americans, British 
and allies will stay in Iraq, we 
■stay.” 

Die military plans to move 
about 250 men to the camp each- 
day for four days 35 a confidence- 
building measure aimed at per- 
suading Kurds still in the border 
camps that it is safe to return- 

faoflte. ,. 

In addition, some ordinary 

Kurds have started Straggling 
back to Zakho on fool from the 

Ca HeKcopter gimships and A-10 
Eghter bombers circled overhead 


as a sign of Washington's' promise 
to protea the Kurds. 

The first 250 out of 1 ,000 male 
Kurdish refugees, mostly in their 
20s, were led by U.S. soldiers to 
temporary homes. They will help 
finish the camp before being 
joined by their families. 

The town of Zakho itself was 
quiet. Britain's royal marines pat- 
rolled streets on foot and U.S. 
army trucks and jeeps were much 
in evidence. 

The Netherlands and tbe Euro- 
pean Community are jointly 
financing a Kurdish refugee camp 
in northern Iraq, with Dutch 
armed forces supervising the op- 
eration, tbe EC commission said 
Saturday. 

It said in a statement that the 
EC would contribute 1.8 million 
ECUs (S2.1 million) to the cost 
of setting up the camp for 10,000 
people in the Zakho Valley. 

It said a planeload of supplies 
was leaving Saturday, followed 
by two further consignments on 
May 3. 

An Iranian official criticised 
the Western response to the 
influx of Iraqi refugees into Iran 
Saturday, saying there was a 
sharp contrast with Western sup- 
port for Kuwait alter the Iraqi 
invasion. 


Alt Asghar Faramarzian, a 
director-general in the Ministry 
of Culture and Islamic Guidance, 
was quoted by the official Iranian 
agency IRNA as saying media 
coverage of the influx did not 
show "the magnitude of the 
tragedy." 

IRNA quoted Mr. Faramar- 
zian as saying, “the tragedy of the 
Iraqi masses has laid bare West- 
ern pretensions to human rights. 

“(It raises) the question — 
what unimaginable help rich 
Kuwaitis received from the U.S. 
and its allies during tbe Iraqi 
occupation, (while) no U.S. 
humanitarian relief aid is forth- 
coming for the one million re- 
fugees fighting for survival." 

Mr. Faramarzian accused the 
United States of underplaying 
Iran's help to the refugees and of 
blocking foreign aid to them. It 
has complained that Turkey gets 
more aid. 

Iranian politicians are divided 
over policy on relief aid. 

Majlis (Parliament) Deputy 
Ayatollah Sadeq Khalkhali said 
on Tuesday Tehran should “spit 
on the face” of Western countries 
offering aid to the Iraqi refugees. 

But officials have given the 

(Con tinned on page 5) 



Aziz 

demands 
West 
get out 
of Iraqi 
affairs 

ALGIERS (AP) — Iraqi Deputy 
Prime Minister Tareq Aziz said 
Saturday that friction with Iraq's 
Kurdish minority could be eased 
if the United States and its allies 
stop meddling in Iraq's internal 
affoirs. 

> “There exists tbe possibility of 
a solution to the Kurdish ques- 
tion, on the condition that the 
Americans and the West stop 
intervening in internal Iraqi 
affairs," Mr. Aziz said. 

Mr. Aziz made his comments 
on arriving in Algeria early Satur- 
day from Rabat, Morocco. He 
was greeted by Algerian Foreign 
Minister Sid Ahmad Ghozali. 

“We are able to solve the 
Kurdish question and will solve 
it, notably after the accord with 
the Kurdish leaders who express- 
ed their disagreement with West- 
ern actions vis-a-vis the Kurdish 
refugees,” Mr. Aziz said in 
Algiers. 

“The West has amplified the 
Kurdish question and immersed 
itself in the internal affairs of 
Iraq, violating its sovereignty in 
an attempt at destabilisation," he 
said. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
Kurds fled their homes for the 
moun tains of northern Iraq, Tur- 
key and Iran after a post-Gulf 
war rebellion. 

The United States, Britain and 
France have established zones in 
northern Iraq to entice the Kurds 
to return home. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein and Kurdish leader Jalal 
Talabani agreed earlier this week 
that the Kurdish regions of north- 
ern Iraq can enjoy autonomy 
under a 1970 accord. 

France demanded Saturday 
that the United Nations Security 
Council examine the humanita- 
rian relief efforts for the Kurds in 
light of the new agreement. 

Mr. Aziz has carried messages 
to the leaders of Libya, Tunisia, 
Mauritania and Morocco in his 
present swing through Arab 
capitals. Details of their contents 
have not been disclosed. 

Mr. Aziz has also met Palestine 
Liberation Organisation Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat. 

In an interview published 
Saturday in the Moroccan opposi- 
tion newspaper Al Ittihad AI 
Achliraki, Mr. Aziz said Iraq was 
on the path towards democratic, 
constitutional government. 

“The logic of revolutionary 
legitimacy must give way to the 
logic of constitutional legitima- 
cy,” the newspaper quoted him as 
saying. 

Mr. Aziz asked the Arab 
Maghreb Union — Algeria, 
Morocco, Tunisia, Libya and 
Mauritania - — to continue to sup- 
port Iraq on the international 
stage. 

Iraq found some of its strongest 
support during the Gulf war in 
the Maghreb countries. Only 
Morocco sent a token detach- 
ment of troops to join the U.S.- 
led coalition in Saudi Arabia. 

Mr. Aziz later delivered a mes- 
sage from President Saddam Hus- 
sein to President Chadli Ben- 
jedid. The contents were not 
disclosed. 


King stresses need for continued 

cohesion, respect for opinions 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein called Saturday lor 
maintaining tbe cohesion and for 
more awareness among Jorda- 
nian people of the conditions 
through which the Arab Nation es 
passing. 

In a Cabinet meeting he 
chaired. King Hiraein expressed 
his confidence that the domes! sc 
process in the Kingdom would he 
enhanced through deepening 
public participation in shoulder- 
ing responsibilities and respecting 
public freedom and each other's 
opinions as well as human rights. 

King Hussein called for step- 
ping up dialogue between the 
various schools of thought in Jor- 
dan in the same spirit which 
prevailed during the discussions 


by the Genera! Commission on 
the National Charter which 
brought about understanding and 
convergence of ideas, lasing the 
foundation stone for endorsing 
the charier and organising politic- 
al tire a\ Jordan. 

lung Hussein reviewed ihc situa- 
tion prevailing in the Arab Wi»rld and 
the taiRws challenges Ijnring ■! He 
affirmed ihac the current de- 
mands twifi and liouwioua rr^Ui^ns 
on the internal, Arab anJ internation- 
al loeh 

The king stressed the need to 
prepare the ground Tor rcioxuininmg 
i he Ar4b Orites in a manner that will 
enable the Arab Nation to Luc the 
ctLificngrs confionung it 

For Jordan, the Palest mini ljum'. 
hi terms of trains and respomihilns 
is a qucsiioa of a righi. life and future 


which should hr dealt wuh un thn 
basts, the King said 

King Husscui .illumed That Jordan 
will shoulder it* full n % t|*TOohiliri m 
accordance «i(h Us principles in 
wvrtmg on ensuring dial the Pafetii 
nian people Mil secure iheir h-giLi- 
milc right and thru land in the was 
thes aerrp! 

"In achieve this end. Ionian wifi 
ionliiiuc Auh. IstauiH and tnlcrn.i 
Dona] contacts to |msh f-ir*unl the 
wheel ol a ju.ii and lading peace 
based t«i internal* mat tegilim.it v Jro! 
cum mi liner it io the constant rights ut 
the Palestinian people." the kin-j; 
smd 

The King lauded ihe fabnch 
c Hurls in TOvkimg pioblcuii Ion mg 
ciiieens 

She ( abinei nit-rliuit w.i* ji tended 
h\ Prime Minister Mudai ltadi an and 
Rou) Court sliirf Shjnl /cul htn 
Shake r 


Baker puts onus for peace 
on Israel; Arens, Levy feud 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. SECRETARY OF State 
James Baker, ending his third 
Middle East tour since the Gulf 
war, now seems to be putting the 
burden of salvaging his peace 
mission on Israel. 

“We still need some answers 
from the Israeli government ... 
before wc can move this process 
forward/ 1 said State Department 
spokeswoman Margaret Tutwil- 
er. 

She read a carefully-worded 
statement from Mr. Baker to 
reporters travelling from Israel 
on his aircraft, which refuelled at 
Shannon Friday night enroute to 
Andrews air force base near 
Washington. 

Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens, disputing remarks by Israeli 
foreign ministry, officials, said Satur- 


day no agreement ujs reached with 
Mr. Baker on a Middle East peace 
conference. 

Mr. Arens said a L" S. -Israeli piop- 
osal for a regional peace conference 
was fuming into a lull -fledged inter- 
national conference, which remained 
unacceptable to the Jewish state. 

His criticism reflected differences 
within Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's Likud party and right-wing 
coalition which could thwart Mr. 
Baker's efforts to start Israeli -Arab 
negotiations. 

Mr. Baker told reporters after 
meeting Mr. Shamir earlier Friday 
that he needed more answers on 
crucial questions, but did not know if 
he would make a fourth peace- 
making trip to the region. 

He left Israel slightly ahead of 
schedule after learning that his %- 
year-old mother had died in Houston. 
Texas. He cancelled meetings with 
Mr. Arens and Palestinian leaders. 

Ms. Tutwiler said Mr. Baker was to 
flv to Houston Saturday and the 


funeral prtthahii hr hcU un 

Mundj) 

When he returned to IVathingfmi. 
the said, he intended to see President 
Gcoigc Hush “M dete i mine appropri- 
ate nett steps in the search lor Middle 
East peace. " 

In Washington. Mr Ilush s.ud 
there was cause fur upitimsm about 
Mr. Baker's four. “I think it's fair r.'« 
say that, though problem-, remain. 1 
think the bottom line is there's some 
reason fur optimism." he told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Bush refused to pro* ule details 
but said Mr. Baker had made prog- 
ress. ‘There are still some sticky 
problems, but we're riot going to give 
up," he said. "We're going to am- 
tinue to try to bring peace to that 
troubled comer of the world " 

Mr. Baker has been trying ut per- 
suade Israel, the Palestinians and 
Arab stales to attend a peace confer- 
ence which would serve as vehicle uv 

(Continued on page 5i 


Rafsanjani, Assad discuss Velayati 
post-war Gulf, hostages sees new 


DAMASCUS (R) — Iranian 
President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, making his first foreign 
trip as head of state, opened talks 
Saturday with President Hafez Al 
Assad of Syria. 

Officials and diplomats said the 
talks would cover issues related 
to post-Gulf war security in the 
region, the plight of Western 
hostages held in Lebanon and 
ways of cementing ties. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, who was 
accorded a foil ceremonial wel- 
come by Mr. Assad, told repor- 
ters: “There are many issues in 
our region and matters dealing 
with our neighbours which we 
will discuss,” in an apparent re- 
ference to Iraq. 

Mr. Assad, who %isited Iran in 
September, said there were many 
important issues which needed 
discussion following the Gulf 
war. 

“We worked and will continue 
to work for the benefit of our 
people and tbe people of the 
region. We are countries who 


have full freedom in adopting 
their decisions said Mr. 

Assad. 

“We sought to utilise this free- 
dom which we possess for the 
benefit of our people in Iran and 
Syria and ail Arab and Islamic 
peoples...” 

Mr. Velayati visited Saudi Ara- 
bia ou Friday for the lira rime 
since the restoration of diploma- 
tic ties last last month and said 
both agreed to work together for 
regional security. 

Syria, Egypt and the Saudi-led 
Gulf Cooperation Council signed 
a security and economic coopera- 
tion agreement in Damascus in 
March, which was criticised by 
Tehran. 

Iran says it should be included 
in any agreement. 

Diplomats said Syria played a 
major role in improving post 
Gulf-war ties between Iran and 
Guff stales and this paved the 
way for Saudi pledges to include 
Iran in security arrangements. 


Diplomat denies Karrubi made 
deal with candidate Reagan 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — An Ira- 
nian who played a key role in the 
release of 52 U.S. hostages de- 
nied reports that a senior Tehran 
official struck a deal with Ronald 
Reagan's election campaign man- 
ager to delay their freedom. 

Former White House aide 
Gary Sick said he had learned a 
secret deal was discussed during 
two 1980 meetings in Madrid 
between William Casey, who 
headed Mr. Reagan's reelection 
campaign, and Mehdi Karrubi. a 
cleric representing Iranian leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. 

“Mr. Kamibi played no part in 
the negotiations," Behzad Naba- 
vi. a former Iranian deputy prime 
minister involved in Algiers 
accord on the hostages, told the 
national Iranian News Agency 
IRNA. 

Behzad Nabavi told IRNA that 
Iran has pushed to finish the 
negotiations before the Novem- 
ber 1980 U.S. election, when Mr. 
Reagan defeated incumbent Jim- 
my Carter. 

“Of course this was not an 
attempt to help with the rec lec- 
tion of Carter in the presidential 


election.” said Mr. Nabavi, who 
headed the commission that 
handled talks over the hostages. 

“Rather our view was that if 
not settled, the negotiations must 
start from the beginning,” 
Mr. Nabavi (old IRNA in an 
interview. 

“Due to problems in its execu- 
tion, if we reached no agreement 
under the Carter administration it 
was not clear if we would have 
been able to have fresh negotia- 
tions with the Reagan administra- 
tion,” he added, 

Mr. Sick, on the staff of Car- 
ter's National Security Council 
from August 197b to April 1981, 
said in an April 15 column in the 
New York Times that the Reagan 
Campaign sought to delay the 
hostage release to prevent Mr. 
Carter’s rcclecrion. 

In exchange for arms ship- 
ments from Israel, critical during 
the 1980-88 war with Iraq, Iran 
agreed to delay release of the 
hostages until after tbe elelction. 
Mr. Sick wrote. 

Mr. Casey became the director 

(Continued on page 5) 


sees new 
era in ties 
with Saudis 

JEDDAH (Agencies) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister All Akbar 
Velayati said before leasing 
Saturday that relations between 
the kingdom and the Islamic Re- 
public had entered a new era, 
with the Saudi monarch expres- 
sing interest in visiting Iran 

“A new page has opened up in 
relations between Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia.*' Mr. Velayati wa% 
quoted as saving hv the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA). The 
foreign minister's two-dn> usit 
put the seal on lies renewed last 
month after a four->ear estrange- 
ment. 

Mr. Velayati spoke after his 
late night Friday meeting with 
King Fahd and the talks he held 
with Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prinee Saud Al Faisal. 

Mr. Velavjti (lew to Damascus 
to join Iranian President lljshc- 
mi Rafsanjani on an official visit 
there. 

Iran’s official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) said the 
king pledged to hetp mi date a 
campaign in Saudi Arabia ro raise 
money for the over million Kur- 
dish refugees in Iran. 

King Fahd also expressed the 
hope (hat he could visit Tehran at 

an “appropriate opportunity." 

King Fahd reeciscd Mr. 
Velayati at his Salam Palace in 
the Red Sea port city of Jeddah 

following the Iranian delegation's 
return from the neighbouring 
holy city of Mecca where Mr. 
Velayati performed a pilgrimage 
to Islam's holiest shrines. 

“As the two leading countries 
in the ‘Persian’ Gulf] Iran and 
Saudi Arabia have decided to 
maintain close, strategic, and 
comprehensive cooperation on 
ensuring regional security," Mr. 
Velayati said in remarks broad- 
cast on Tehran Radio. 

Mr. Velayati said regional 
security without Iran's participa- 
tion would be meaningless. 

“We consider regional coop- 
eration to be the basis for region- 
al security, and so far the regional 
countries have not only nut dis- 
agreed with this, but we believq 
they are all sc nous about achiev- 
ing this." 
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Radical 
to lead 


150 Somali refugees to go 

home from Jordan this week Ir anian 

By P.V. Vivekanand said Ismail Hamdullah, a stranded Somalis are expected 1 frfl m C 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter Somali community leader. to' be repatriated from Syria, L/JLJL illlO 

“Some others are too sick to Mr. Hamdullah told the Jor- A T 7 
travel.” dan Times. frv pp/, n 

AMMAN — Arnnnri 150 Th* Snmnlfc nr* Hvino in ftwr 1 90ft nf rhe 1 750. LU JLYlW'VVO. 


AMMAN — Around 150 
Somali refugees are expected 
to be flown from Amman to 

the northern Somali town of 
Berbera this week, senior 
U.N. officials said Saturday. 

The 150 represent almost 
half of the foreign nationals 
who remain in Jordan seeking 
asylum in third countries after 
getting stranded in the King- 
dom in the wake of the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait in August. 

“We have received landing 
permission for Berbera and we 
hope to send the flight out 
Tuesday,” said Janvier De 
Riedmatien, head of the Jor- 
dan mission of the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR). 

Mr. De Riedmatten stressed 
that the repatriation was being 
planned on the explicit, indi- 
vidual request of the Somalis 
since one of the fundamental 
principles of UNHCR was 
never to send any refugee any- 
where against his or her wiU. 

With the departure of the 
group, about 100 Somalis, in- 
cluding families, will remain in 
Jordan in addition to 66 Ira- 
nians who also have requested 
UNHCR help to secure poli- 
tical refuge in third countries. 

“Some of them are waiting 
for visas for other countries 
arranged through relatives and 
friends and do not want to go 
back to Somalia right now,” 


said Ismail Hamdullah, a 
Somali community leader. 
“Some others are too sick to 
travel.” 

The Somalis are living in 
accommodation provided by 
UNHCR, which also supplies 
them basic food needs. Some 
of them are in hotels while 
others are living in rented 
apartments. 

About 150 of the Somalis 
were living in one of the camps 
at Azraq which were set up for 
evacuees from Kuwait and 
Iraq, and they were moved to 
Amman when the authorities 
closed the camps when the 
flow of evacuees stopped in 
early March. 

“Those who will be leaving 
this week ard mostly of the 
Ishaq tribe from northern 
Somalia where the security 
situation has returned to nor- 
mal,” Mr. Hamdullah said. 
“Some of the others who re- 
main are from the south and 
their return home is dependent 
on the security situation in 
southern Somalia.” he added. 

Latest reports from Somalia 
spoke of intermittent clashes 
in the south, where rival 
Somali groups as well as loyal- 
ists of the crusted regime of 
■President Mohammad Siad 
Barre are fighting among each 
other. The president was 
ousted in January but pockets 
of his loyalists remain scat- 
tered in the central and south- 
ern parts of the country. 

In addition to the group 
from Jordan, another 116 


stranded Somalis are expected 
'to' be repatriated from Syria, 
Mr. Hamdullah told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Over 1,200 of the 1,750- 
strong Somali community fled 
Kuwait through Iraq to Jordan 
following the Aug. 2 Iraqi 
takeover of the emirate. The 
number dwindled to 330 by 
mid-March after many of them 
found alternative refuges or 

returned to their homeland 
through their own means. But 
the outflow came to an almost 
standstill when it appeared 
that the regime of Siad Barre 
had nullified all existing Soma- 
li passports and announced 
that Somalia was only recog- 
nising new Somali passports 
issued through its embassies 
abroad. Airlines refused to 
accept the old Somali pass- 
ports as valid travel docu- 
ments. 

Since Somalia does not 
maintain an embassy in Jor- 
dan, refugees had to travel to 
Syria to get consular help and 
new passports. Some of them 
did this, but got stranded in 
Damascus when the simmering 
civil war exploded into full 
violence and battles raged in 
Mogadishu, the capital, for 
weeks before the Siad Barre 
regime was toppled. 

Mr. De Riedmatten said 
UNHCR was not p lanning to 
repatriate Somalis to the south 
of the country until the situa- 
tion there becomes clear and it 
is established that there is no 
security risk for the returnees. 


Kuwait’s stateless people — 
Unwanted an d nowhere to go 


By Greg Myre 

The Associated Press 


KUWAIT CITY — They are 
people without a true home: 
Kurds, Palestinians, Eritreans 
and the bedouin, those without 
nationality. 

For decades they have come 
to Kuwait seeking refuge. 
Many ended up in the same 
run-down neighbourhood of 
Hawally, where streets are 
lined with rusting, burned-out 
cars, piles of rotting trash and 
empty shops. 

Kuwait says it no longer 
wants so many foreigners, but 
many of the outsiders say they 
have nowhere else to go. 

“I have lived in Kuwait my 
whole life and I still feel like a 
stranger.” said Ali Agha, a 
handsome 31-year-old Kurd 
with a thick black mustache. 

A man of initiative, Agha 
has publicised his own plight 
and that of the Kurds by orga- 
nising a demonstration outside 
the American embassy, visiting 
most of the Western embassies 
in town and writing to every 
international humanitarian 
group he knows seeking asy- 
lum. 

So far, no one wants him. 

“Kuwait does not appreciate 
us. and 1 would be killed in 
Iraq," said Agha. whose father 
came to Kuwait from Iraq 
more than 30 years ago. ‘Tell 
Me: where do I go?” 

Kuwait relied on foreign 
workers to build the emirate, 
but has not allowed them to 
fully integrate. It is virtually 
impossible for foreigners to 
obtain citizenship. 

Neighbourhoods are largely 
segregated between Kuwaitis 
with their large modern 
houses, and foreigners such as 
those in Hawally. who live in 
aging apartment blocks with 
peeling paint. 

As it rebuilds from the Gulf 
war, Kuwait wants to slash the 
number of foreigners, who 


accounted for almost 1.5 mil- 
lion of the two million people 
in the emirate before Iraq's 
invasion. 

No official deportation prog- 
ramme has been announced, 
but the government has stres- 
sed that limiting foreigners is a 
priority. 

Particularly vulnerable are 
those without a true homeland. 

— Palestinians. About half 
of Kuwait's 350,000 Palesti- 
nians fled the emirate during 
the Iraqi occupation, and the 
remainder feel stigmatised be- 
cause a small minority sym- 
pathised with Iraq. 

“We are dying a slow 
death,” said Aida Jarrad, a 
31 -year-old manager of a com- 
puter software firm. “I tell all 
Palestinians they should leave 
the country because things will 
only get worse.” 

Palestinians have been the 
target of retribution by 
Kuwaiti security forces and 
vigilantes. On separate occa- 
sions in recent weeks, men in 
army uniforms and vehicles 
have sprayed the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
offics with gunfire and ripped 
down signs on the from wall. 

Palestinians are prominent 
as business managers, bankers, 
teachers, engineers and techni- 
cians, but say their efforts are 
not adequately appreciated by 
Kuwaitis. 

— Kurds number about 

5,000 and most carry Iraqi 
passports. Citing the current 
Kurdish refugee crisis, they say 
they will remain abroad until 
Saddam Hussein's rule ends 
and an independent state of 
Kurdistan is carved out of 
territory in Iraq, Turkey and 
Iran. 

But life in Kuwait is getting 
more difficult, even if they are 
not formally told to leave. 


Kurds, say. 

“Kuwait doesn't want to 
offend Arab countries that 
helped in the war against Sad- 
dam," said Khalil Salih, a Kur- 
dish businessman. “But no one 
protects the Kurds, and the 
Kuwaitis wfl] make our life 
very tough until we deride to 
go on our own.” 

— At a community house on 
the edge of Hawally, a faded 
blue sign welcomes visitors to 
the offices of the Eritrean Li- 
beration Front, a rebel group 
fighting for autonomy against 
the Ethiopia's Marxist govern- 
ment. 

“We don't fix the sign be- 
cause we always thin k we will 
be going home soon,” said 
Hassan Sheikh AJ Dime, a 
28-years-old accountant who 
has been in Kuwait 11 years. 

. Most of the 2,000 Eritreans 
fled Kuwait during the Iraqi 
occupation and are not ex- 
pected to be allowed back. 
Dime says he misses his 
friends, but hopes to join them 
soon. 

“All the Iraqis were driven 
out of Kuwait,” said Dime. 
“All the Ethiopians will be 
driven out of Eritrea.” 

— Bedouin — Arabic word 
for without, — also is the name 
given to tens of thousands of 
die poorest, least educated 
Kuwaiti residents who have no 
nationality. 

Most are descended from 
the bedouins, the nomads of 
desert. They have settled in 
towns, and make up close to 
half of Kuwait's 20,000-man 
army. 

But government censorship 
has barred even the mention of 
bedonm in the media. On their 
identification documents, the 
space next to “nationality” is 
simply left blank. 

"We are really Kuwaitis,” 
said a bedouin who identified 
himself only as Ali. “Bat we 
are the only Kuwaitis without 
money.” 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran's spir- 
itual leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei has appointed a radic- 
al former intelligence chief to 
lead Iranian pilgrims to Saudi 
Arabia and encouraged him to 
whip up anti-Western sentiment 

during the holy season. 

Tehran Radio said Ayatollah 
Khamenei issued a decree 
appointing Hojatoleslam 
Mohammad Reyshahri as his per- 
sonal representative to the Haj. 

It said be would supervise the 

110,000 Iranian pilgrims taking 
part in the rituals in the holy cities 
of Mecca and Medina in June. 

The Iranians had boycotted the 
Haj over the past three seasons 
amid a strain in Rryadh-Tehran 
relations. 

During the 1987 rituals, clashes 
between worshippers and the 
Saudi police lolled 402 people, 
most of them Iranians, who tried 
to stage political rallies. The 
Saudi ban such activities during 
the pilgrimage season. 

Hojatoleslam Reyshahri served 
as intelligence minister 1984- 
1989. He then became prosecutor 
general. He belongs to the radical 
clique in the Iranian hierarchy 
that opposes President Hasbemi 
Rafcanjam’s liberal policies and 
his efforts to bridge ties to the 
West. 

Ayatollah Khamenei, a 
staunch ally of Mr. Rafsanjani, 
has often taken steps- to appease 
the radicals and avoid an open 
confrontation between the two 
camps. 

“The camp of blasphemy and 
arrogance, led by the tyr annical 
and hostile regime of America ... 
occupies anywhere it wishes and 
plunders the lives and wealth of 
the Muslims,” the radio quoted 
Ayatollah Khamenei as telling 
Hojatoleslam Reyshahri in the 
letter of appointment. 

“During the Haj rituals, up to 
the limits of one's capability and 
possibility, the ties of fraternity 
with the Muslims from other 
states should be strengthened ; and 
while enquiring about their prob- 
lems and activities, the certain 
political facts which are known to 
the majority or people in Islamic , 
Republic should be communi- 
cated to them. 

“Mus lims should be encour- 
aged to unite and should be made 
wary of the enemies' conspir- 
acies,” Ayatollah Khamenei said. 

He told him to “carry out to the 
letter ail orders” issued by the 
late founder of the Islamic Re- 
public, Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, to the previous Haj 
leaders. 

Commenting on the appoint- 
ment, Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, 
Iran's main opposition group 
based in Iraq, said Hojatoleslam 
Reyshahri would go to Saudi 
Arabia to “cany out the regime's 
reactionary objectives and export 
terrorism.” 

A statement from the Mujahe- 
deen's press office in London 
said: “For many years, Reyshahri 
has been in charge of one of the 
regime’s terrorist group abroad 
called ‘Organisation of the Isla- 
mic Revolution of the Arabian 
peninsula.”’ 

The appointment was 
announced in Tehran while Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
was in Mecca, the birthplace of 
Prophet Mohammad, performing 
a pilgrimage after official talks 
with the Saadi government. 

It was his first trip to the 
kingdom since relations were res- 
tored last month, ending a three- 
year rapture. Part of the talks 
were devoted to arrangements for 
the Iranian pilgrims resuming 
their participation in Haj, one of 
the main pillars of the Islamic 
faith. 

Saudi Arabia severed ties with 
Iran in April 1988, accusing 
Tehran of terrorism and subver- 
sion. 


Po W return from S . Arabia 
delayed, Red Cross says 


RIYADH (R) — Thousands of 
Iraqi prisoners of war (PoWs) 
have had their return home from 
Saudi Arabia delayed while Saudi 
authorities reorganise their 
camps, the Red Cross said 
Friday. 

A spokesman for the Interna- 
tional Red Cross (ICRC) in 
Riyadh told Reuters the rep- 
atriation process stopped last 
Monday as the remaining 10,000- 

15,000 prisoners were being 

transferred to central camps near 
the kingdom's northern border. 

“No further repatriation can 
take place while the reorganisa- 
tion process goes on — The (Sau- 
dis ) are bringing the prisoners 
from many scattered camps to a 
more central location,” the 
spokesman said. 

He did not say where the PoWs 
were being taken but said the 
process would probably take one 
week. 

Around 75,000 PoWs have 
been registered and 62,000 have 
returned borne so far. The repat- 
riation process was halted for 
four days last week due to the 
'Em! A1 Fitr holiday, then re- 
sumed on Saturday and Sunday 
when a total of 1,336 PoWs were 
sent home. 

The ICRC official said 
“thousands” of Iraqi PoWs had 
refused to go home but it was 
difficult to say exactly how many 
because the process of registering 
remaining PoWs was still going 


on. 

“The repatriation process is 
not yet over. Some people change 
their minds several times in one 
day — our policy is to keep the 
door open to everyone who wants 
to go back,” be said. 

A U.N. spokeswoman said in 
Geneva Friday Saudi Arabia had 
agr eed to house op to 50,000 
Iraqi refugees and PoWs who did 
not want to go home at a camp at 
Raffia in northern Saudi Arabia. 

She said Saudi Arabia would 
spend $30 million to expand the 
capacity at the camp, near the 
Iraqi border. A U.S. airlift would 
also start bringing Iraqi refugees 
from camps on the Kuwaiti bor- 
der to Raffia on Sunday, she said. 

Saudi Commander Prince 
Khaled Ben Sultan said Thursday 
the kingdom would build a fully- 
equipped camp near Raffia but 
said it would boose between 7,00- 

8,000 refugees — mainly women, 
children, and the elderly. There 
were no further details. 

The PoWs — who were return- 
ing home at a rate of about 5,000 
a day during the first half of April 
— were given newspapers to read 
and radios to listen to so that they 
were aware of recent develop- 
ments in Iraq, the ICRC spokes- 
woman said. 

He could not confirm reports 
that some Iraqi PoWs were 
wounded in near-riots at crowded 
camps by prisoners angered when 
their return home was delayed. 


‘Sheikh Saad’s son, nephew 
involved with death squads’ 


Vietnam-era brass say 

Gulf war one of a kind 


LONDON (AP) — U.S. govern- day, said the crown acknow- 

ment officials have confronted ledged that abuses occurred in 

the crown prince of Kuwait with the first days after liberation and 

evidence that one of his sons and now have been stopped, 
a nephew were involved in oiga- Mr. Fisk reported Saturday: 
nising death squads against “American sources here have 
Palestinians, according to a re- now revealed that an undercover 

port Saturday in the Indepen- team of U.S. special forces and 

dent. specially trained military reservist 

The London newspaper quoted officers ... were given the task 

unnamed U.S'. sources in Diyar- after the liberation of Kuwait of 

bakir, southeast Turkey, as tracking down hundreds of mis- 

saying that the Kuwaiti squads sing Palestinian civilians who dis- 

were torturing and killing Palesti- appeared into the hands of 

man civilians. Kuwait’s own security forces. 

The Kuwaitis have accused “They found substantial evi- 
many Palestinians of colJaborat- dence of torture, and the U.S. 
ing with Iraqi troops during the government's own current files 
Iraqi occupation of the emirate, list 350 Palestinians still missing 
But reporter Robert Fisk wrote and feared dead at the hands of 

in the Independent that the the Kuwaiti authorities.” 
Kuwaitis draw litfle or no distinc- ^ Fisk ^d the U.S. Stale 
bon toween coUabwatois and oerarttnent had found out that 
tens of thousands of Palestinians the Kuwaiti . govenunent-in-exile 
who remained loyal to Kuwait . ^ had 

Mr. Fisk in Ins report torn ^ ^ joo^MOof 

Diyarbakir quoted the U.S^ |he Palestinian after liberation. 

***** f “ yl ”*.£¥,? e ^ r f He said that in the days im- 
meebng between ttaU-S offioab mediately after liberation U.S. 

tab A! Sabah took pl«* fca. 

^ . MA .. sweeps through Palestinian dis- 
Mr. Fisk reported: “According gj, Qty. 

to U.S. sources here, Je crown But he ^ed a second source 

prince ... indignantly demed his savins “We eot the •weens 

family's implication in the atroci- ff . We 801 “ e swceps 

.auuij a fuipuMiuuu m me ouw stopped and we put pressure on 

bes, b ut after being handed to say that law-abiding 

names, dates and other details of dtiz ens would be allowed to stay 

the execution squads, he sent bis J T*™ J 

_ ^ ^ , ... we got names of people who 

son on a ‘long-term sabbatical ___ „„ **,. 

outside the enmate.” were ? mns u ? -imrimg the 

t*. _ . . . execution squads and we went to 

The human rights group 

. ... w_ ._ ... p . _. r see the crown prince, wbo is the 

Amnesty International said this martial law administrator 
month that scores of people have manial administrator. 

been killed and hundreds arbit- “He absolutely denied all 
rarily held and beaten by security knowledge until we showed him 

forces and vigilante groups since the names of those involved in 

Kuwait’s liberation from Iraqi setting the thing up. They in- 
occupation at the end of dnded one of his sons and a 

February. nephew. He then accepted the 

U.S. Secretary of State James truth and sent his son on a long- 
Baker, who visited Kuwait Tues- term sabbatical.” 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Three 
former U.S. military comman- 
ders from the Vietnam era said 
Friday the Gulf war bears little 
comparison to past or future 
military challenge and cautioned 
against smugness over the out- 
come. 

“Our campaign in the Gulf was 
one of a Itind and we should not 
get cocky about our success,” 
said retired General William C. 
Westmoreland, 77. 


Westmoreland, retired Admir- 
al Elmo Zumwalt and retired air 
force Gen. John Vogt spoke be- 
fore the House of Representa- 
tives Armed Services Defence 
Policy Subcommittee. 

Chairman Les Aspin said the 
hearing was convened to examine 
whether the Gulf war was “so 
unique an event that we face 
dangers in drawing narrow les- 
sons” over the defeat of Iraqi 
forces. 


middle news in brief 

State Department denies Glaspie to quit 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. State Department Friday denied 
r^pStihat April Glaspie, the ambassador to Iraq accu«dof 
JuSto deter Iraq from invading Kuwait. was resigning. Cable 
News^ Network reported Thursday that Ms. Glaspie was qtuttwg. 
“She’s not leaving. I talked to her this morning. She do« mtejri to 
spend a year as a diplomat in residence at a U.S. university. This is 

fotow-on assignment for m^,reta ramg a ml»TO. 
■dors ” said State Department spokesman Richard^ Boucher. Ms. 
Glaspie came under fire after Iraq released a transcript °f July 25, 
199 oT meeting with President Saddam Hussein in which she 
appeared meek m replying to his threats against Kuwait A jreek ; 
lateTlraq invaded. Ms. Glaspie returned to Washington and for ; 
seven months remained silent about what happened. But m March . 
sbe testified to a congressional committee that she nad dearly 
warned President Saddam that the United States would defend its 
vital interests. 

Equipment, relief supplies sent to Kurds 

• 

PARIS (AP) — France sent a mobile water treatment plant aixL 
600 tonnes of food, blankets, tents and medical supplies Friday to 
aid Kurdish refugees. The water treatment plant, put at the 
disposition of the government by the Societe Lyonnaise des Eaux, 
will provide some 20,000 refugees with five litres of drinking water 
daily. Relief workers say the lack of clean water is the major factor 
causing the death of about 500 refugees a day. Water-related 
maladies including diarrhoea and dehydration are taking a heavy, 
j toll among children in particular. 

Walesa to visit Israel in May 

GDANSK, Poland (R) — President Lech Walesa will visit Israel 
next month, his spokesman said Friday as the Polish leader 
returned from a four-day state visit to Britain. Spokesman Andrzej 
Drzycimski said the May 20-23 visit would b^jmportant for Mr. 
Walesa, the former Solidarity trade union leader elected state 
president last December. Israeli Ambassador Miron Gordon said 
last month that he hoped the visit, the first by a Polish president to 
the Jewish state, would help to overcome the “problem of 
anti-semitism” in Poland. 

Pakistan resumes train service with Iran 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan resumed a train service to the 
eastern Iranian town of Zahidan Friday after a 20-year gap in a 
move aimed at boosting trade. The Zahidan Express will initially 
run once a week from the south-western Pakistani town of Quetta 
but could become a daily service in the future, the PPI news agency 
quoted Railways Ministry Secretary S.R. Poonegar as saying. The 
Quetta-Zahidan railway section would transport Iranian imports to 
Zahidan through the Pakistani port of Karachi as well as exports 
from Iran by the same route, he said. 

American killed in Turkey 

ANKARA (AP) — An Iraqi-American died when his car fell off 
the road into the Zap River near the refugee camps on the 
Turkey-Iraq border, a car rental company official said here 
Saturday. The man, who died on Wednesday, was identified as 
Sfliam AJcass Toma, 44, an engineer from Chicago, the Hertz 
company officials said. His wife and other relatives were informed 
of the death, they added. An official at the hotel where he stayed 
for two nights here before hiring the car said the man was desperate 
to go to Cukurca, on the Iraqi border, where about 185,000 Iraqi 
Kurds have taken refuge. 

Kabul says troops kill 400 rebels 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Hie Soviet-backed Afghan authorities said 
Friday government troops killed 400 rebels and captured their base 
in the eastern province of Logar. They also seized tanks and 
rockets from radical guerrilla leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar’s 
Hezb-i-Islami party base in Logar’ s Tangi Waghjan region, Kabul 
Radio said. The broadcast, monitored in the Pakistan capital 
Islamabad, said a number of Pakistani soldiers helping the rebels 
were among 'those killed in the operation which it said began on 
Monday. No independent confirmation of the report was available. 
If true, it would be the first significant Kabul victory after rebels 
seized the eastern garrison town of Khost on March 31. Pakistan 
denies Afghan charges that its armed forces are helping the rebels. 

Suharto to go on pilgrimage this year 

JAKARTA (AP) — 1 President Suharto and his family will go on a 
religious pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia this year, the pro-government 
daily Suara Karya reported Saturday. Indonesia's leading mushm 
preacher, Zainuddin M.Z., called on an audience of around 60,000 
Muslims in the country's northernmost province of Aceh on 
Thursday to pray for Mr. Suharto's safety during the June 
pilgrimage, the newspaper said. Government officials have yet to 
confirm reports of the president’s planned trip. But Mohammad 
Abduh Yamani, an envoy from Saudi Arabia's King Fahd, said 
earlier this year that Mr. Suharto had accepted a Saudi invitation to 
make the pflgrimage. Earlier this month. Religious Affairs Minis- 
ter Munawir Sjadaali led a team of parliamentarians and officials 
from the military, immigration, health and religious affairs minis- 
tries on a trip to Saudi Arabia “to prepare for Indonesian 
pilgrimage." 

Mauritanians march to support president 

NOUAKCHOTT (R) — Tens of thousands of people marched in 
Mauntama in support of government plans to permit multi-party 
democracy, official sources said Saturday. The march on Friday 

demonstration ever seen in Nouakchott, 

wSt Aw* ^ C ' count'Y *at is the bridge between 

black Africa and the Arab north. Soldiers at first tried 8 to contai 
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slogans approached to within 250 metres the'p^fency. Patent 
Maaouya Ould Sid'ahmad Taya, Mauritania’s miltary leader 
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637440. 

De la Sdle Church TcL 661757 
Te nisan t i Church Tel: 622366 
Church or the Annunciation Td. 
623541. 

AngBcu Church Td. 625383. Tel. 
62S543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Td. 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church Tel. 
68S326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817, 654932. 

The Church of the Nazarenc td. 
675691, 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly doudy and there will 
be a chance for scattered showers of 
rain. Winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, it will be dusty and 
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partly doudy with northerly moderate 
winds and calm seas. 

Minimax. icxzip. 

Amman 16/28 

Aqaba 22/33 

Deserts 18/31 

Jordan Valley 20/30 


USEFUL 


i * 

atPTTTTI 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Anwar Aqrabawi 6426% 

Dr. KfcOxl Mu'addi 743500 

Dr. Salah Al 'Ussoud 649028 

Dr. KbalQ AlJabali 740740 

Fiiaspbanaaey .................... 661912 

Fcnfows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Naixoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al -S 3 *™ pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoiib pharmacy .....644945 

Shmasani pharmacy 637660 


numb 

Dr. Mazes Houriya (— ) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Issa Al Omari (— ) 

Khafifch pharmacy ............... 985417 




Food Control Centre 637111 

OvQ Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue - 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency - 199 

Rescue PoGoo 192,621111,637777 

Fite Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic PoBec 896390 

ftiblic Security D epartmen t ... ■■•■ItIM 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints 787111 


Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calk 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaU Telephone Repairs — . 661101 
Jordan Television .....■■kk.n.aaa, 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority — 6801 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric P ower 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight information 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport. 08-53200 


WtJii 


AMMAN: 

Hm sc hi Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
Akikfa Maternity, J. Ama.... 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas v J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmdsani 664171/4 

Shmesani Hospital 669131 

University Ho^utal 84584 5 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 


Al-AhB v Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AtMuhajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J- Asbmfich 775111/26 

Army.Marfca 891611/15 

Oocen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovL Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

itaShta Hospital (09)986732 

IRBZDs 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn A] Nafees Hospital [02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE THAI 




QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Thtr information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
men t at the Queen Aha International 
Airport TeL (08)332003. w here it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Righto 
(Terminal 1) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1®*®0 ■■■« New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

*5*® Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

London. Brussels (RJ) 

J*-?® Madrid, Rome (Rj) 

15:15 Frankfwt, Vienna (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

32 ! Tripoli (LN) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 

Uj2# -Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

Damascus. Larnaca(Rj) 

Dhahran (Rji 

B1:W Jeddah, Sanaa (Rj) 

Other Righto (Terminal 2 ) 

-Tripos (UN, 

_ (CY) 


MARKET prices 



— 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammar) 450 / 400. 

380/300 

§££= JS(!S 


Cauliflower 

Cucumbers 


160/100 
200/ ISO 
260/200 
150/100 


150 ngo 

320/30- 

Egarfant! — l 2S{SS 

Qg_i» 'Mm,, 330 / 250 

380/300 

£££*'"• 


320/280 

jgyfr™*) 100/ 70 

80/ 30 

SStauort w/toa 

S/S 

- 150 /«« 

S!S 


■ -iLil 
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Jordan, Canada 
discuss assistance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A five- 
member delegation from the 
Canadian International Develop- 
ment Agency (CIDA) has 
opened talks with officials at the 
Ministry of Planning to determine 
the best areas in which Jordanian- 
Canadian cooperation can be 
pursued in the light of an earlier 
agreement to provide Jordan with 
Canadian economic assistance. 

The delegation is led by Susan 
Laporte, CIDA’s director of 
programmes at the Middle East 
Bureau, who met Saturday with 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
and Acting Minister of Planning 
Ziyad Earn to discuss the Cana- 
dian said. 

Ministry of Planning Secretary 
General Safwan Touqan told the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, the 
talks covered means of channell- 
ing Canada's assistance to the 
Kingdom to help it carry out the 
economic restructuring program- 
me in the wake of the Gulf war. 
which had a negative impact on 
the Jordanian economy. 

Prospects for Jordanian ex- 
ports to Canada, Canada's con- 
tributions to develop the Jorda- 
nian agricultural, water, com- 
munications. tourism and energy 
sectors were other topics of im- 
portance discussed at the meet- 
ing. 

Mr. Touqan said that the two 
sides reviewed Canda's food aid 
to the Kingdom and means of 
helping it develop its human re- 
sources through Canadian exper- 
tise. 


Despite Canada's austerity 
budget for aid overseas, Ottawa 
is in fact increasing its volume of 
assistance to Jordan which is 
going through very special cir- 
cumstances, according to the 
Canadian Embassy here.. 

The delegation members, who 
arrived in Amman Thursday and 
are scheduled to leave on Mon- 
day, will discuss with Jordanian 
officials Canada's development 
assistance programme to the 
Kingdom and related topics, an 
embassy official said. 

He said that the talks were 
considered as a follow up to those 
conducted in Jordan during a visit 
here by Canadian Foreign Minis- 
ter Joe Clark last month. 

In January this year Canada 
granted Jordan 15 million Cana- 
dian dollars as part of Ottawa's 
promised aid to Jordan to help it 
offset part of the severe damages 
to its national economy as a result 
of the Gulf crisis. 

The grant would finance Jor- 
dan's purchases of Canadian 
goods. 

In November, last year, Cana- 
da announced that it was extend- 
ing aid worth 26.5 million Cana- 
dian dollars to Jordan for the 
same purpose. 

Dr. Touqan expressed Jordan's 
deep satisfaction with the King- 
dom’s ties with Canada and said 
that bilateral relations were parti- 
cularly given a boost following 
His Majesty King Hussein's visit 
to Ottawa in 1989. 


m 

First shipment of phosphate 
to leave Jordan for Iran 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The first ship- 
ment of Jordanian phosphate for 
Iran is due to leave the port of 
Aqaba during this week, accord- 
ing to an announcement by the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany (JPMC). 

The announcement said that 
the company had reached a trade 
deal with Iran .to sell it 250,000 
tonnes of phosphatic fertilisers 
during 1991. 

The agreement was reached in 
February when it was announced 
that Iran would buy $66 million 
worth of Jordanian phosphate 
during 1991. 

The rock will be shipped to 
Iranian ports in monthly consign- 
ments until the 'whole amount of 
250,000 tonnes has been shipped. 


the announcement said. 

Jordan, for its part, is planning 
to import Iranian sulphur used in 
phosphate and other industries, 
according to JPMC sources. 

The deal is the first between 
the two countries since they res- 
tored diplomatic ties on Jan. -15 
this year, following a break of 
nearly 10 years during the Iran- 
Iraq war. 

Jordanian-Iranian trade was 
also expected to pick up following 
the resumption of formal rela- 
tions. Jordan maintained imports 
from Iran during the war and in 
1989 it bought Iranian products 
worth more than JD 2 million, 
with most of the trade conducted 
overland via Turkey and Syria. 


Pope sends message 
of solidarity, sympathy 
to the Muslim World 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Holiness 
Pope John Paul II has expressed 
his sympathy and solidarity with 
the Muslim World following the 
end of the Gulf war and on the 
occasion of Eid A1 Fitr feast 
which was celebrated earlier this 
month at the end of the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

A press release by the Aposto- 
lic delegation in Amman Satur- 
day quoted the Pope as noting in 
a special message to the Islamic 
World that he was expressing 
solidarity, parti cu I ary this year, in 
view of the tragic events of the 
past month, during the Gulf war. 
with the people in the Middle 


East region. 

The Pope's message expressed 
sympathy and solidarity in par- 
ticular with those who have lost 
loved ones. “May this time of 
mourning be tempered by the 
awareness that God's mercy and 
love are without limit," the state- 
ment said. 

It said: “To all Muslims 
throughout the world, I wish to 
express readiness on the part of 
the Catholic Church to work 
together with ail people of good 
wiD to aid the victims of the war 
and to build a lasting peace in the 
Middle East.” 








Secretary-General at the Ministry of Tourism visited Jordan’s touristic sates for the past week 
Nasri Atallah Saturday sees off a group of (Petra photo) 

European tour operators and journalists who 

Tour operators, journalists 
leave Jordan with message : 

The Kingdom is safe for tourists 


By Maba Addasi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Journalists and 
tour operators from all over 
Europe who came to Jordan on 
an all-expense paid familiarisa- 
tion trip left Saturday after 
visiting touristic sites to get 
aquainted with the touristic 
sector in the Kingdom and 
convey the message that the 
country was safe to visit and 
had a great deal to offer. 

Secretary-General at the 
Ministry of Tourism Nasri 
Atallah saw the group off and 
expressed hope that its visit 
would initiate cooperation be- 
tween tourism agencies in Jor- 
dan and Europe to facilitate 
and encourage tourism to Jor- 
dan. 

After the beginning of the 
Gulf crisis, on Aug. 2, the level 
of tourism in Jordan dropped 
by 100 per cent as many tour- 
ists questioned the safety of the 
region. 

In order to boost tourism in 
Jordan, Ministry of Tourism, 
Royal Jordanian (RT), tour 
agencies and Jordan’s major 
hotels joiuiiy organised and 
funded the week-long trip. 

“The people on this fami- 
liarisation trip should go back 
to their countries and teQ of 
what they saw," Mr. Atallah 
said. “I wish that those on the 
trip would mention the fact 
that it is safe here," be added. 

“There was a great deal of 
negative coverage of the region 
in France,” Sylvie Gollombar a 
French journalist- said. “Now I 
know that 'what we saw i was 
exaggerated far too much. It is 
very safe here,” she said. 

Some reasons for doubting 
the safety in the region were 


pinpointed by the visitors. 

“During the war I didn't 
know whether Jordan would 
be drawn in so I waited till the 
war was over before consider- 
ing to come to Jordan,” a 
British journalist, Susan Raven 
said. “Now after coming here I 
know that it is very safe.” 

According to Mr. Atallah, 
the purpose of this trip was not 
only to familiarise the Euro- 
pean market with Jordan as a 
safe centre of tourism, but also 
to introduce a new programme 
of tourism in which tourists 
stay in Amman and visit Jor- 
dan's northern parts before 
embarking to Petra and 
Aqaba, in the south, where 
accommodation areas become 
extremely congested. 

“ Accommodations are 
plentiful in Amman," Mr. 
Atallah said. “So tourists who 
come to Jordan and visit sites 
in the north, like Umm Qais, 
will then come back to Amman 
and stay at one of its many 
hotels.” 

Projects to rebuild 
archaeological sites are under- 
way in order to attract more 
tourists. 

“The Temple of Hercules in 
Amman is one of the most 
important archaeological sites 
in the Middle East and it lies in 
central Amman,” the person in 
charge of projects at the Un- 
ited States Agency for Interna- 
tional Development (USAID) 
Tom Daily said. “By rebuild- 
ing that temple' we will be 
giving tourists more to see in 
Amman," he added. . 

Mr. Daily said that USAID 
bad committed $600,000 for 
this project. The team working 
at the reconstruction of the 


temple have started their 
second season of reconstruc- 
tion on Saturday. 

But no matter how many 
attractions are rebuilt in Am- 
man, many tourists come to 
Jordan to immediately flock to 
the south, to Petra, without 
staying in Amman. 

“I enjoyed seeing the north- 
ern parts of Jordan, but it is 
Petra that would be the reason 
for me to come back,” Gerry 
Gyngell, the administrative 
manager of a tour agency in 
London said. 

That explains the approach 
people take when they plan to 
tour Jordan. “People hear so 
much about Petra before they 
come to Jordan that they want 
to fly straight to Aqaba and go 
to Petra as soon as they reach 
Jordan,” Susan Bauer, the 
manager of a tour agency in 
Germany said. 

“In fact, people have cancel- 
led their trips to Jordan when 
they were unable to go straight 
to Petra and stay there at least 
two nights,” she added. 

To counteract the antici- 
pated shortage in accommoda- 
tions in Petra, the Forum 
Hotel there is expanding its 
size by adding 65 rooms, to be 
completed by October 1991. 

Mr. Atallah, however, in- 
sists that tourists should spend 
more time in the north of 
Amman because there is more 
in Jordan than Petra. 

“Petra is the jewel in the 
necklace of tourism in Jordan, 
and we want to polish the 
necklace bolding that jewel,” 
Mr. Atallah said. j 

Royal Jordanian airlines 
gave the group brochures on 
Jordan, Saturday, before the 
airline flew them home. 


Council discusses agricultural policies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
Agricultural Council held a meet- 
ing Saturday to discuss issues 
pertaining to Jordan's agricultu- 
ral policies which, among other 
things, pertain to food produc- 
tion, food security, cereal pro- 
duction and pasture lands. 

Ministers of agriculture, water 
and irrigation, industry and 
trade, supply and higher educa- 
tion. as well as the Agricultural 
Committee at the Lower House 
of Parliament attended the meet- 
ing. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, another meeting 
has been scheduled for next 
Saturday during which working 
papers on farming will be re- 
viewed. 

The meetings have been called 
to discuss Jordan's agricultural 
strategy which was submitted to 
Parliament by Minister of Agri- 
culture Mohammad Alawneh last 
month. 

The strategy covers matters re- 
lated to production and consump- 
tion of food, agricultural develop- 
ment, exports of produce and 
other related topics. 


Petra said that the council 
would also focus attention on 
means of better utilisation of 
water resources for agricultural 
purposes, marketing of products 
in Jordan and abroad, develop- 
ment of the country's livestock 
wealth and related topics. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment on March 10, heard a gener- 
al report by Minister of Agricul- 
ture Mohammad Alawneh on the 
agricultural policy in Jordan. He 
said that the agricultural sector 
served as the main source of 
income for 20 per cent of the 
population and provided jobs to 
12 per cent of the total labour 
force in Jordan. 

Mr. Alawneh told th$ deputies 
that the country's strategy aimed 
at achieving food security by 
meeting local demand, improving 
farmers* income and ensuring re- 
quirements for farming proces- 
ses. 

The strategy, he said, was 
based on better use of arable 
land, curtailing construction op- 
erations on agricultural land, 
halting expansion of municipali- 
ties boundaries until the year 
200<) and introducing a law defin- 


ing the use of land for various 
purposes and creating incentives 
for encouraging production. 

Mr. Alawneh pointed out to 
Parliament that only 6,842 square 
kilometres, of Jordan's total area 
of 89.206 kilometres, was arable 
land. 

In pursuit of the strategy, it was 
announced that a meeting would 
be held at the Ministry of Agri- 
culture, on Monday, to discuss 
.the role of agricultural nurseries 
for the production of saplings 
needed for agriculture. 

Mr. Alawneh last week met 
with managers of private com- 
panies, which are carrying out 
extensive agricultural projects at 
the Disi and Mudawara areas in 
the southern regions of the coun- 
try, to review the problems they 
were facing in the production of 
cereals including the soaring 
prices of agricultural produce. 

Commenting after the meeting, 
the minister noted that the coun- 
try's total production of wheat, 
for instance, does nto exceed 10 
per cent of the country's require- 
ments and stressed the need for 
better utilisation of the land to 
increase production. 


7,000 jobs available m 
building material industry 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Union of Construction 
Materials Manufacturers Satur- 
day announced the availability of 
7,000 job vacancies at various 
factories manufacturing tiles, 
bricks and stone for building, and 
invited Jordanians to come for- 
ward and take over the jobs made 
vacant with the departure of a 
great number of non-Jordanians. 

Yousef Huneiti, the union 
president, said that “now that the 
national economy is picking up 
again, these factories are in de- 
sperate need of Jordanians to 
take over the work of 15,000 
non-Jordanian labourers who 
were employed before the Gulf 
crisis.” 

“Before tbe crisis only 10 per 
cent of tbe total number of the 
workers employed in the business 
were Jordanians,” Mr. Huneiti 
said: 

“Following the recent Labour 
Ministry’s measures to give 
Jordanians the chance to take 
•over werrk from non-Jordanians, 
and in the absence of the non- 
Jordanians who used to work in 
this business, factories are finding 
it hard to recruit local people,” 
Mr. Huneiti said. 

He said in a statement ro the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, that 
the factories would be willing to 
cooperate with the ministry’s 
Vocational Training Corporation 
to recroit people to work in the 
manufacture of construction 
materials. 


Losses resulting from the Gulf 
crisis were so severe that a large 
pan of the factories producing 
construction materials had to 
close. Tbe closure was due to 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia stop- 
ping importing these commod- 
ities from Jordan, said Mr. 
Huneiti. 

“Before the crisis there were 
3,000 such factories operating in 
Jordan and supplying products to 
tbe local market and the Arab 
countries, but during the crisis 

1,500 dosed down permanently. 

while the others continued to 
work at a very reduced level,” 
Mr. Huneiti added. 

Before the crisis. Jordan used 
to export construction material 
products worth JD 100 million to 
the Gulf countries, and it is 
hoped that new markets would be 
opened for Jordan because the 
local market can only absorb 25 
per cent of the total production, 
Mr. Huneiti said. 

Mr. Huneiti appealed to the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade to 
stop issuing licences to more fac- 
tories to open and noted that 
many of those that were closed 
down were sold at a big loss. 

Apart from the lack of suffi- 
cient number of Jordanians to 
work in the factories, this indus- 
try is facing another problem 
represented in the extra tax im- 
posed on the cement production 
and introduced in 1989. 

This tax, he said, has increased^ 
the cost of operations and it is* 


hoped thattbe government would 
rescind these Taws in a bid to 
boost the factories work. 

Mr. Huneiti also demanded 
that equipment used in the con- 
struction materials industry be 
exempted from customs duty be- 
cause it forms an integral element 
m the development process in 
Jordan. 

The Ministry of Labour’s 
Vocational Training Corporation 
(VTC) had earlier announced 
programmes to train Jordanians 
in trades like dressmaking, and 
producing bricks and other mate- 
rials used in construction, and 
training people to work in baker- 
ies. 

The Ministry of Labour has 
been cracking down on foreign 
labour and recently announced it 
would only issue permits for jobs 
which no Jordanian can fill. 

In the past week, the Labour 
Ministry embarked on an inten- 
sive campaign to find work for 
Jordanian drivers. A mini spy’ 
statement said that as of this 
month the ministry would not 
issue permits for foreign workers 
to drive trucks in Jordan in a bid 
to find jobs for the Jordanian 
drivers. 

It said that inspection teams 
would make sure that the new 
measures are implemented. 

According to the Labour 
Ministry, the country has 996 
non-Jordanian drivers employed 
by private transport companies in 
Jordan. 


Cross-country walk 
proceeds to benefit MAP 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the 
patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the honor- 
ary chairman of Jordan Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAP) and 
Her Royal Highness Princess Sar- 
vath. MAP's sponsored walk 
shall take place on Friday, May 
10, starting at Amra Hotel and 
ending at A1 Rajaha Village on 
tbe outskirts of Wadi Sir. 

The proceeds will benefit 
MAP’s operations. 

Participants include teams rep- 
resenting embassies, universities, 
schools, professional associa- 
tions, companies, banks and 
clubs in addition to families and 


individuals. 

The -walk extends over sixteen 
kilometres, starting at Amra 
Hotel, past the Seventh and 
Eighth Circles, towards Khirbet 
Sara, Abu Sous village and ends 
at A] Dumna Hill, near A1 Ra- 
jaha village which overlooks the 
Dead Sea, the Jordan Valley and 
the West Bank. 

Ten stations are situated along 
the route where water and re- 
freshment will be offered to parti- 
cipants. 

Buses shall travel along the 
route to carry participants either 
to the end or starting point. 


Police and ambulances shall be 
avallabe in case of emergency. 

Participants may join the spe- 
cial teams representing the diffe- 
rent schools, clubs, companies, or 
otherwise join the “ road- 
runners" team that shall be 
formed for individuals with pre- 
vious arrangement with tbe orga- 
nisers. 

The walk ends at “Khaimat 
Baladna" where lunch, consisting 
of traditional foods and sweets, 
shall be on sale for participate 
and other visitors that may join at 
the end point by cars. Prizes shall 
be awarded to winners. 


TCC to proseciite faulty subscribers 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The Telecom- 
munication Corporation (TCC) 
has resorted to the law in order to 
collect dues from subscribers 
whose telephcne services have 
been permanently terminated, 
and, according to TCC Deputy 
Director for Financial Affairs 
Ahmad M lines, a total of JD 6 
milli on is still to be settled. 

Mr. Mnnes told Radio Jordan 
Saturday that telephone services 
to 13,500 subscribers had been 
terminated permanently follow- 
ing repeated warnings to settle 
their dues. 

Last month, the TCC carried 
out an intensive campaign to col- 
lect its dues from subscribers in 
Amman and other governors res 
and said that more than JD 10 
million were to be settled. 

Mr. Munes said that nearly 
7,800 subscribers had been 


ensure the settlement of the dues 
because those who have de- 
faulted had benefited from the 
TCC services, but refused so far 
to pay their dues, Mr. Munes 
said. 

In accordance with the law, the 
Ministry of Transport can resort 
ro confiscating a person's proper- 
ty until the dues are settled. 


warned to settle their dues before 
final termination of services could 
take effect, and the warning came 
as temporary disruption of tele- 
phone services. 

But Mr. Munes said that many 
of those in the latter group were 
expected to settle their dues. 

Now, in accordance with the 
law, the TCC has the right ro 
resort to the public prosecutor to 


CONDOL 

The Editor and staff of the Jordan Times deeply mourn the 
■passing of 

Mrs. Huda A1 Amad 

sister 0 f their friend and colleague. Director-General of the 
Jordan Press Foundation (AJ Ra*i & Jordan Times), Mr. 
Mohammad Al Amad. 

May her soul rest in peace. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITION 

* Exhibition of fine handicrafts, weavings, quilts, on Friday, at 
the Abo Jabe r estate- Vadoudeh (open: 10 a.m.-9 p.m.) 

■tr Dried flowers exhibition by Bind Kordi Nuweiran at fee Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

FILM 

^ Feature film entitled “■Fahrenheit” at the American Centre — 
7:00 p.m. 


Sudan says incoming aid should 
comply with country’s, U.N-’s laws 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Sudan said 
Saturday that the door was open 
for any country or organisation to, 
offer the Sudanese people huma- 
nitarian assistance provided that 
such assistance was given in accor- 
dance with the country’s laws and 
under U.N. sponsorship. 

A statement issued by the 
Sudanese Embassy in Amman 
said that Sudan welcomed any 
assistance which would help the 
country overcome the present dif- 
ficulty and until the emergency 
conditions have ended. 

The statement said that the 
government had undertaken a 
programme of planting Food on 
vast areas of land, but a gap in 
food supplies still existed. “Hie 
government of Sudan is deter- 
mined to produce sufficient food 
for its people and to market part 
of the production abroad," tbe 


.statement added. 

According to the statement, 
the Sudanese government is pur- 
suing intensive efforts with the 
world organisations and the Un- 
ited Nations to facilitate the flow 
of relief supplies to the Sudanese 
people. 

Last Wednesday, the Sudanese 
government forecast food suffi- 
ciency this year and stressed that 
it was not faring famine, only a 
“food gap” which would be filled 
by measures already taken. 

Relief officials in Khartoum 
said earlier that hundreds of 
thousands of people in southern 
Sudan, ravaged by nearly eight 
years of civil war and recurrent 
food shortages, may perish unless 
food is rushed to them. 

Some 7.5 million in the whole 
country are believed to be in need 


of urgent assistance of 1 .2 million 
tonnes of supplies during 1991, 
relief officials said. 

According to Reuter news 
agency, a proposed, U.N.- 
sponsored relief programme for 
the south, where 250,000 people 
died of hunger in 1988, was await- 
ing the government's go-ahead to 
start. 

Sudan, Africa’s largest coun- 
try, consumes about 900,000 ton- 
nes of wheat and 2.4 million 
tonnes of sorghum a year, accord- 
ing to estimates. 

The country’s crumbling trans- 
port system and chronic fuel shor- 
tage have in the past left pockets 
of hunger even during years of 
good harvest. The latest statistics 
put Sudan’s population at 25 mil- 
lion people. 
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Game or self-destruction? 


CHAIM WEIZMANN, the “father” of Israel, once had this 
to say about the Jews: “We’re a small people but a great 
people, an ugly yet a beautiful people; a creative and a 
destructive people — a people in wtaom genius and folly are 
equally co-mingled. We’re an impetuous people who have 
time and again repudiated and wrecked what our ancestors 
built. For God’s sake let us not allow the breach in the wall 
to swallow us.” 

Weizmann could have easily directed his sermon to 
Foreign Minister David Levy and Defence Minister Mosbe 
Arens who were yesterday fighting through the airwaves 
over what the former reportedly agreed to during his talks 
with U.S. Secretary of State James Baker. 

Levy did not agree to much of what the secretary of state 
had apparently sought. He did not answer two important 
questions concerning Palestinian representation and the role 
of the U.N. in the proposed peace conference on the Middle 
East. Nor in fact did his prime minister, Yitzhak Shamir, do 
so. This of coarse must have prompted the U.S. State 
Department’s spokeswoman to issue her carefully worded 
statement which said that the harden of making progress 
towards holding the conference now rested with Israel. ■ 

The airwave tussle between the two Israeli minis ters could 
not have been all that serious, considering the basic position 
that the Israeli cabinet has taken on the Baker mission and 
ideas. The more likely and logical explanation for it is that it 
is stage-managed for the obvious benefit of Israel — more 
precisely the Shamir cabinet — in its dealing with the 
Americans over the issue of the peace process. The hawkish 
Israeli housing minister, Ariel Sharon, tried such tactics as 
used by Arens against Levy before — most recently by 
bulldozing his way to erect and expand new settlements on 
the West Bank to put the secretary of state on the spot and 
further complicate his peace talks while in Israel. In that 
process Sharon picked a fight with Levy by opening up a 
front in the ruling Likud Bloc that is directly aimed at 
under mining the influence the foreign minister has within 
the central committee of that body. 

In the final analysis, Israeli political insiders say, the 
infighting among the ministerial troika serves no other 
purpose than to allow the chief strategist of them all, Prime 
Minister Shamir, to be all things to all men, but especially to 
the Americans, who may be finally trying to pin him down 
on bow far be is willing to go into the peace process. 

It is probable Secretary Baker is becoming more and 
better aware of the Israeli game and is finding It more 
difficult to play. If this is the case, he has every right to go 
even beyond the statement his spokeswoman has made. If, 
on the other hand, the Israeli leaders are just being 
self-destructive, as their founding father indicated decades 
ago. Secretary Baker has a duty to save them from 
themselves. 

In the archives of his department he would find an old 
advice from an old hand, veteran U.S. Ambassador J. Rives 
Childs who had these words to say in 1953: “We should 
announce to the Israelis that they cannot count upon our 
continued financial support unless they are prepared to 
entertain and implement some reasonable compromise with 
the Arabs, including respect for the decisions of the U.N. 
with regard to Israel. As long as we poor millions into 
Israel, how can we expect the Israelis to listen to reason? We 
should say to them very frankly, either yon will decide to 
abide by the decisions of the U.N. and come to terms with 
the Arabs or yon cannot continue to expect our financial 
aid.” 

ARABIC PRESS COMMEWTAR1ES 

President Bush's expression of optimism over the ongoing efforts 
to bring peace to the Middle East, is not justified simply because 
Isreal has not displayed any intention of recognising the rights of 
the Palestinian people or a commitment to the implementation of 
U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338. said A1 Ra’i 
Arabic daily Saturday. So far nothing concrete has come out of 
the Baker shuttle diplomacy: and a mere agreement on holding 
negotiations, does not mean progress towards reaching a lasting- 
peace based on justice, said the paper. The only guarantee for the 
aspired peace, the paper noted, is Israel's commitment to respect 
the international legitimacy and implement U.N. Security Council 
resolutions which enable the Palestinian people to regain their 
national rights in their own homeland. There is a difference 
between negotiations over the implementation of these resolu- 
tions, which should be done: and negotiations over the interna- 
tional legitimacy itself, said the paper. It said that sitting at the 
negotiating table is not an end by itself, but a means to achieve the 
end. which is the implementation of Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 which provide for the exchange of land for peace. The 
paper said that as much as Bush has a right to feel optimistic, the 
Arabs have the right to learn about the basis for such optimism, 
and to know whether the United States has gone back on its 
pledges to implement the international legitimacy or there really 
is cause for such optimism on the ground that Israel has displayed 
genuine intention of moving ahead towards peace. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily believes that among the defeated 
nations in the Gulf war were Germany and Japan which displayed 
total subjugation to Washington. Fahd A1 Fanek says the war has 
of course ended with a sweeping defeat for Iraq, with the United 
States achieving military victory which, he notes, could be turned 
into a political catastrophe for President Bush should guerrilla 
warfare start in view of the presence of British and American 
troops in northern Iraq. The Soviet Union also tasted defeat with 
the beginning of the dismantling of the Soviet Empire by 
President Gorbachev while China’s defeat started long before 
that, when it lost a role as a leader of the Third World countries 
and transformed itself into a supporter of U.S. actions, the writer 
notes. He says that Germany which was expected to emerge as a 
major world power has regrettably turned itself into a dwarf, 
responding favourably to Washington’s desires and succumbing to 
Israel's insults. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


Urgent economic decisions we failed to make 


Following the end of Gulf War II, the government realised the 
need for a new futuristic vision to guide the path of Jordan's 
economy. A ministerial committee was formed to undertake the 
job. Since then we have not heard anything from or about this 
committee. There is no indication that the committee has met, or 
formulated new policies and proposed alternative options. 

This transitional period is crucial in the determination of 
Jordan's economic future for years to come. The foundations are 
now taking shape for either an economic recovery and take off or 
another .crisis similar to that of 1988. 

The government looks almost paralysed. Its formula appears to 
be to “do nothing." It is trying to bury its head in the sand of the 
Japanese and European financial assistance that Jordan received 
through the influence of the American administration. The 
government failed to recognise the creeping problems. It is acting 
as if the flow of foreign aid will continue at the same level for 
years to come, which should make it possible to continue 
subsidising and appeasing everybody and ail groups. 

The major question that the government was expected to 
resolve is of course whether adjustment and reforms, interrupted 
by the Gulf crisis in the summer of 1990, will be resumed without 
further delay. But there are many other urgent decisions that are 
not being tackled despite the resulting distortions and direct 
losses. 

The agricultural sectOT alone consumes around 70 per cent of 
the limited and scarce water resources. This year we don't even 


have the bare minimum to accommodate the normal production 
at the Jordan Valley. The government's answer to this question is 
to offer the water at a fraction of its direct cost, thus preventing 
the rationing of its use as well as losing public funds in the process. 

The Jordan Electricity Authority (JE A) is run efficiently yet it 
is losing millions of Jordanian dinars every year, which are 
immediately covered by loans under the treasury guarantee. The 
government’s answer to this problem is to Iowct the price of 
power produced by JEA and sold to electricity distributing 
companies, simply because such companies are privately owned 
would not continue as a losing operation. But that government 
decision only provided an artificial solution at the expense of 

higher losses to JEA simply because it is a public sector 
corporation and the public sector is conditioned to live with deficit 
and not care about Josses. 

Fuel conservation is a high priority everywhere. This should be 
more true in Jordan which imports 99 per cent of its fuel needs. 
What did the government do towards solving this problem. The 
answer is obvious. The government lifted austerity measures, 
maintained th pre-crisis low prices and started to subsidise fuel 
just as it did in the seventies. 

The official economic literature in the economic development 
plans and the budget presentation addresses claims that rationing 
consumption and reduction of deficit are top priorities and public 
sector corporations should be self-sufficient and price their 
products on sound economic basis. It is astonishing bow much the 


government is verse in announcing the 

be followed but equally determined to go in the ophite auwion 
when it comes to application of these 

agricultural production but it is also depnving 

million ready for disbursement to toon* 

projects, by foe World Bank. The funds are withheld until the 

discrepancy is dealt with. . . . 

The government's failure to adjust electricity P"*** ™ J* 

the actual cost is not only causing a waste 

depriving Jordan from utilising another S50 ° 

disbursement by the world Bank to finance our energy related 

projects provided we fix the pricing policy of energy. 

The failure of the government in working out an updated 

economic adjustment programme and making the 
reforms is not only causing more distortions and inviting ensis out 
also may deprive Jordan from receiving its fair share of foreign 
development aid which is tied to sound economic policies. 

Some observes blame all the economic shortcomings and 
failures on democracy. This is not true. Democracy and public 
participation is the best environment to make the difficult 
decisions and share the responsibilities. For without democracy 
and freedom of expression the space occupied by this critical essay 
would be used to praise the government for unfounded achieve- 
ments. 



Ireland to seize chance for 
peace after 70 years? 


By Paul Majendie 
Reuter 

DUBLIN, — Ireland, a di- 
vided island with a history 
steeped in bloodshed, now 
faces its best chance of perma- 
nent peace in 70 years. 

Almost 8.000 people have 
died in one of the world's 
longest-running guerrilla con- 
flicts and sectarian hatred is 
deep in British-ruled Northern 
Ireland. 

But London’s Northern Ire- 
land Minister Peter Brooke has 
achieved the seemingly im- 
possible — getting Protestant 
and Cathglic politicians round 
a negotiating table. 

Brooke will start talks with 
the province's political parties 
next Tuesday in a uid. to end 17 
years of direct rule from Lon- 
don and bring implacable foes 
together in a local power- 
sharing government. 

The last power-sharing gov- 
ernment collapsed in 1974 after 
just one year with a Protestant- 
inspired genera] strike by hard- 
liners in an unholy alliance 
with Portestant paramilitaries. 

Will Brooke succeed? His- 
tory does not favour unbridled 
optimism in Northern Ireland. 
Three of his predecessors 
failed and the men of violence 
could still torpedo the best-laid 
plans of constitutional politi- 
cians. 

But there is an unmistakable 
air of optimism on both sides 
of the border as Brooke pre- 
pares to meet unionists repre- 
senting the one-mi lion-strong 
Protestant majority and mod- 
erate nationalist from the 
500, 000- strong Catholic minor- 
ity. 

Tbe Irish Times echoed 
those hopes: "the discussions 
may prove to be rbe most 
significant and far-reaching to 
have addressed relations be- 
tween these two islands and 
between the parties in the 
north since the 1921 treaty 
negotiations.” 

Those negotiations heralded 
the birth of a nation in blood- 
shed. The treaty partitioned 
the island into the independent 
south and the British-ruled 
north. It sparked a bitter civil 
war in the south. 

Northern Portestants. en- 
joying a 2-1 majority in North- 
ern Ireland, have no wish to 
join a Catholic-dominated 
country where divorce and 
abortion are banned. In a un- 
ited Ireland they would be 
outnumbered 4-1. 

The north's nationalists, 
who launched a civil rights 
movement in 1969 for better 
jobs, housing and education, 
aspire to national unity but, as 
a first step, would like the 
unionists to agree to some 
form of local power-sharing. 

The talks, scheduled to run 
for 10 weeks, are to have an 
added dimension with the 


Dublin government being 
brought in to discuss North- 
South relations and ties be- 
tween the two islands. 

Irish Prime Minister Charles 
Haughey, a diehard republican 
wbo once called British-ruled 
Northern Ireland "a failed 
political entity,” now says: 
“The European Community 
offers os an entirely new con- 
text in which to seek political 
progress in Ireland. 

“In trying to chart a new 
path which will soften and 
eventually eliminate the divi- 
sions of the past on this island, 
we must intensify our efforts 
within the framework of a new 
Europe in which the unity of 
peoples is the major theme.” 

AU sides will be working to 
improve and hopefully trans- 
cend the landmark 1985 
Anglo-Irish agreement that 
gave Dublin a consultative 
voice in the daily running of 
Northern Ireland. 

That agreement is loathed 
by the unionists who saw it as a 
British betrayal on tbe road to 
Irish unity. They are pusbing 
for the Irish republic to drop 
tbe claim to Northern Ireland 
enshrined in its constitution. 

That could be up for nego- 
tiation, Irish Foreign Minister 
Gerry Collins conceded last 
weekend. “We want to be 
flexible, we want to be under- 
standing,” he said. 

There are many mountains 
to climb. Unionist Leader 
James Molyneaux made that 
plain: "The union (with Bri- 
tain) is not up for grabs. The 
union is not up for auction.” 

But the biggest problem 
could be the paramilitary ex- 
tremists on both sides of the 
sectarian divide with the pro- 
vince now once more 
embroiled in a savage cycle of 
"tit-for-tat” killings. 

Protestant extremists have 
promised to call a ceasefire 
from the start of the talks next 
week but nationalist are scep- 
tical and cynical about the 
leaders' ability to control their 
gunmen. 

Tbe Irish Republican Army, 
fighting to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland, responded 
by calling a limited and con- 
ditional ceasefire. 

"Should these death squads 
become inactive, then the IRA 
wifi monitor the situation and 
act accordingly,” said an IRA 
statement, which added that 
attacks on security forces 
would continue. 

Sinn Fein, political wing of 
the IRA, has been excluded 
from the talks because it re- 
fuses to renounce violence. 

The revolutionary party re- 
mains the voice of nationalism 
to many in the rundown ghet- 
tos of Belfast and its agree- 
ment will have to be won be- 
fore Northern Ireland can en- 
joy lasting peace. 




• 

- 

% ■ 

- 



■ ■ 







• 

3 




Iraqis, ravaged by war and rebellion, 

■ 

claw their way back 


By Wafa Amr 

Tbe Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Hie Shi’ite Mus- 
lim woman, veiled from head to 
toe in her black chador, pleaded 
with the merchant for a chocolate 
bar for the hungry son crying at 
her side. 

Tbe merchant wanted three 
dinars — about $6 — for the 
moldy bar. The woman offered 
half a dinar — SI — “all the 
money I have." 

“Have mercy on me, my child 
has not eaten chocolate for three 
months and he won’t stop crying. 
Please, yon know what it's like 
when you have children,” -the 
woman wailed. 

The merchant ignored her. 

In Iraq, war has brought de- 
spair, humiliation and hunger. 
Despondency hangs like an indi- 
visible cloud over the capital. 

The country is struggling to 
recover from the six-week allied 
bombing offensive in January and 
February, the lightning ground 
war that drove Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait and subsequent rebellions 
by Shi'ite Muslims and Kurds. 

Tbe country’s infrastructure 
has been largely destroyed, either 

by the allies, the rebels or govern- 
ment forces that crushed the re- 
bellions. 

In Baghdad, there is little elec- 
tricity. Baghdadis are chopping 


down trees from their once-shady 
boulevards for fuel. 

Water is scarce. Hundreds are 
said to be dying from drinking 
contaminated water from the 
muddy Tigris River that mean- 
ders through the capital. Waste is 
backed up in tbe ruined sewer 
system. 

Gasoline is nearly impossible 
to obtain for most Iraqis, except 
the military and Baath Party offi- 
cials. The allies estimated they 
knocked out 75 per cent of Iraq's 
refining capacity of 700,000 bar- 
rels a day. 

Government crews are working 
around the dock to restore pro- 
duction in tbe bombed oil facili- 
ties^ 

Many Iraqis bave lost famil y 
and friends. U.S. estimates are 
that up to 100,000 Iraqi soldiers 
were killed in tbe Gulf war. Iraqi 
o ffic ia ls have said 7,000 civilians 
were killed in the allied bombing. 

No one know how many peo- 
ple perished in the post-war re- 
bellions. Some estimates put tbe 
death toll as high as 10.000. 

If those estimates are anywhere 
near accurate, more Iraqis bave 
been killed since August than 
died in tbe 1980-88 war with Iran. 
Mili t ar y casualties alone in the 
conflict have been estimated at 
around 150,000. 

Iraq’s pre-war population was 

estimated at 18 million. 


Now an estimated two-thirds of 
the 3.5 million Kurds are fleeing 
across the Turkish and Iranian 
borders. Hundreds of thousands 
of pro-Iranian Shi’ites have 
sought sanctuary in Iran. 

In Basra and other southern 
cities like Karbala, Najaf and A1 
Amarah, all devastated in tbe 
ill-fated rebellions, there is no 
water, no electricity and no food. 
Living conditions are app allin g. 

The stench of sewage overflow- 
ing in the streets, and the decom- 
posing corpses buried beneath 
the rubble of buildings, is 
nauseating and overpowering. 

In Basra, ravaged in tbe 1980- 
88 Iran-Iraq war and now pulve- 
rised again for tbe second time in 
a decade, doctors said hundreds 
of people have died from mal- 
nutrition, dehydration asnd con- 
taminated food and water. 

Women and children 
makeshift wheelbarrows 
battered plastic containers 
draw polluted muddy water from 
the Sbatt AI Arab waterway, the 
confluence of the Euphrates and 
Tigris rivers. 

“People in the south are suffer- 
ing tremendously," said Faisal 
Bakes, a pediatrician at Basra’s 
Al Tahrir Hospital. “They’re 
dying and there’s nothing much 
we- can do about it.” 

“The allied bombing complete- 
ly destroyed the bridges in A] 


use 
with 
to 


Amarah and Basra so the govern- 
ment food trucks can't get 
through,” said surgeon Moham- 
mad al Hussein, another doctor 
at the hospital. 

“The rebels destroyed, burned 
or looted what was left in the 
government -warehouses and the 
hospitals.” 

Dr. H. Jack Geiger of the City 
University Medical School in 
New York, who visited Baghdad 
for five days earlier this month as 
President of Physicians for Hu- 
man Rights, said that seven per 
cent of the hundreds of children 
hospitalised with diarrhoea from 
drinking dirty water are dying 
because there are no proper faci- 
lities any more. 

Even in fashionable areas of 
Baghdad, people cut down palm 
trees for firewood to cook. They 
carry the wood and palm fronds 

on their backs or in hand-pulled 
carts. 

The more fortunate can afford 
kerosene -run generators to pro- 
vide ^ electricity for cooking and 
heating. But finding fuel is a 
full-time job. 

“It's going to get worse,” Dr. 
Geiger said. ‘They’ve been living 
off their reserves and those are 
about to run out. People are 
selhng their possessions for food 
and they’re at the end of theii 
tether.” 



With Gulf war over, U.S. turns to shrinkinglriTfitary 

Bv Robert Bums and marine corns iohs’ would he to turn” immediate lv to the task of r>rv i.. -j _ •, m 


By Robert Burns 

777c* Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Bv coinci- 

* 

dence, the United States unveiled 
its plans for a streamlined milit- 
ary the day Iraq invaded Kuwait. 
Eight months later, the war with 
Iraq behind it. defence planners 
are looking anew at cutting back. 

President George Bush's admi- 
nistration has been saying for 
more than a year that the' military 
will become smaller. 

Now, with the enormous Gulf 
buildup in fast reverse, it's be- 
coming clear just bowquicfcJy the 
unfiromed ranks will shrink. 

The defence department de- 
rided earlier this month that ab- 
out 60,000 army, navy, air force 


and marine corps jobs would be 
cut by Sept. 30. the end of the 
budget year. That will be the start 
of cuts totaling about 500,000 
personnel by 1996. 

m 

Some in the defence depart- 
ment were pressing the army to 
take even bigger personnel cuts 
over the coming year, but army 
officials strongly objected and the 
idea was dropped. 

G. Kim Wincup. the army's 
assistant secretary, for manpower, 
wrote in a March 26 internal note 
to Deputy Defence Secretary 
Donald Atwood that returning 
Gulf war veterans "deserve a 
reprieve.” 

“They should not be expected 


to turn immediately to the task of 
positioning themselves to fend 
off’ layoffs, the note said. 

Fewer soldiers, sailors, airmen 
and marines will mean fewer 
military bases. Defence chiefs on 
April 12 proposed closing 31 ma- 
jor U.S. military installations, 
and it plans to announce shut- 
downs soon of many U.S. bases 
abroad. 

Among the chief implications 
of this new thinking for the armed 
forces: 

— A much greater proportion 
of U.S. forces will be based at 
home. The contingent of roughly 
325,000 soldiers and airmen sta- 
tioned in Europe during the cold 
war will be cut sharply, perhaps 
to below 100.000. Defence secret- 


ary Dick Cheney recently said a 

corps-sized force" of perhaps 
two army divisions, support ele- 
ments and an undetermined num- 
ber of air force close-air support 
aircraft would remain. 

— More effort will be put into 
building ground-based defences 
~ to the Patriot missile — 
against short-range ballistic mis- 
siles of the sort Iraq fired on 
Saudi Arabia and Israel during 
tbe Gulf war — less effort will go 
to developing space-based 
weapons against an all-out nuo 
lear missile barrage. 

— More forces wifi be put on 
standby condition, giving plan- 
ners the option of rebuilding the 
fighting forces in the event of a 
major war. The army, for exam- 


ple, plans to create two "cadre' 
divisions in the reserves, which 

peacetime but m a protracted 
cnas could be filled tS stS 
and trained for war. ^ 

As the armed forces partially 
withdraw from Europe and slight- 
ly reduce their presence in Stfuth 
Korea over the next five vears 
they are likely i 0 assume a 6^ 
role in the Middle East 85 

Kuwah'^ri!' ° f i ra 9' s invasi °n of 

mn the ^ministration is 

establishing a perma- 

fin7J JifJy 1 0 mc r e ** its tradi- 


tional presence in the regron and 
Peninsula with _ * rabian 


Arab troops. 

The new defence policy calls 
not only for smaller forces, but 
also for a switch in focus on the 

k. wa f? rt: those smaller 
fight* S ^ oud ** prepared to 

All-out war with the Soviet 
Union in Western Europe is no 
longer ihc basis for U.S. defence, 
planning, Cheney says. The new 
s rategv puts a top priority on 
responding to smaller-scate con- 
flicts in other regions. 

advnnln a,me , d P rimarfl y at taking' 

he I R of wh « w « believe » . 

envimnm^ rca . ten ' n S international 

Chenel the ahead,*'- 

v.neney said recently. 
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Economic problems push Soviet opinion 


By Ron Popeski 

Reuter^ 

MOSCOW — Soviet public opin- 
ion, deeply shocked by the con- 
sequences of the Chernobyl di- 
asaster, is grudgingly coming 
around to support nuclear power. 

.As the extent of the country's 
taflspin sinks in, violent opposi- 
tion to nuclear stations spawned 
by the bungled clean-up opera- 
tion after the April 1986 accident 
is fading away. 

Mass protests become fewer 
and fewer and local and national 
authorities quietly review deci- 
sions that closed down or halted 
construction at about a dozen 
stes throughout the country. 

“Chernobyl was a dreadful dis- 
aster and mistrust is still great 
though attitudes to nuclear power 
are generally improving,” said 
Georgy Kaurov, head of the nuc- 
lear public opinion centre re- 
sponsible for promoting nudear 
energy. 

“Of coarse, when a decision is 
taken to build a power station 
there is still some resistance. But 
fife has put us in such a position 
that the energy question has to be 


back to nuclear power 


The anti-nuclear campaign 
readied a peak last year as the 
extent of negligence and incom- 
petence after Chernobyl became 
dear. 

Tens of thousands of residents 
of the Ukraine and Byelorussia 
who had lived in contaminated 
aipas for four years were at last 
mdved from their homes. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of people ze- 


mained under medical surveill- 
ance. 

The Ukrainian parliament ■ 
voted to dose Chernobyl and to 
devise a programme that would 
eli mina te nuclear power. 

A high-profile campaign halted 
construction of a power station in 
the Crimea — an area of out- 
standing natural beauty depen- 
dent on tourism. Another reactor 
at Rostov-on-Don virt uall y ready 
to go on stream was among those 
stopped. 

But since late last year, with 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
trying to steer the country by 
decree and anti-crisis measures 
and consumers unable to buy 
virtually anything in shops, the 
mood has shifted. 

Kaurov’s network of informa- 
tion centres drawing on 12 minis- 
tries appears to be swaying public 
opinion. 

Authorities candidly acknow- 
ledge past shortcomings and fully 
report incidents at power sta- 
tions. Moscow played a major 
role in setting up two years ago 
the world association of nudear 
operators to exchange interna- 
tional experience. 

A shift away from the Cher- 
nobyl-type RBMK reactor in 
favour of smaller pr e ssurised wa- 
ter units commonly used in the 
West is intended to help win 
public confidence. 

Soviet television campaigns in 
favour of nudear power, drawing 
heavily, though unsubtly, on 
France as an example of how 
residents of prosperous villages 
live happily alongside power sta- 


tions. 

Even ecological activists admit 
the campa ign has made consider- 
able headway. 

“Two yean ago, any sugges- 
tion we should put the economy 
first and forget about ecology 
would have been dismissed exit of 
hand,” said Vadim Damn ye of 
the Nascent Soviet Greens Party. 

“Now things in the country are 
so bad that all ecological issues 
have been pushed off the 


Planners point to increasing 
nudear’s 12.5 per cent share of 
the output. That, they say, means 
bringing on stream at least seven 
average-sized reactors within the 
next five years and a further 
seven to 12 by the end of the 



Daumye accuses authorities of 
exaggerating energy shortages to 
win back support for their stalled 
unclear programme. 

The oil industry, the country’s 
largest foreign currency earner 
through the 1970s and 1980s, is in 
crisis, with production falling 
sharply. Coal resources are li- 
mited and pollution linked with 
thermal stations is increasingly 
blamed for huge environmental 
problems. 

Natural gas, though still plenti- 
ful, will start to run out next 
century. Hydro-electric power, 
used to great advantage in other 
countries, is undeveloped and 
viewed as unpractical in a country 
spanning thousands of kilometres 
from end to end. 

The Kremlin has delayed pub- 
lication of an energy programme 
for nearly two years — the 10th 
draft is due to go before parlia- 
ment in coming months. 

Studies show that unless the 
current power o u tp u t of 280 mil- 
lion kilowatts a year is quickly 
increased shortages .will occur., 
early next century. 


Since late last year, power 
shortages have prompted author- 
ities in Voronezh in Southern 
Russia to authorise construction 
of two new reactors — despite a 
94 per cent vote against nuclear 
power in a local referendum. 

Decisions to proceed with new 
stations or expand existing ones 
were taken in Tver, north of 
Moscow, Magadan in the far east 
and Chelyabinsk in the Urals. 

In Armenia, authorities fearing 
new energy blockades by neigh- 
bouring Azerbaijan are consider- 
ing reopening a rm clear plant 
dosed after the disastrous 1988 
earthquake. 

Even in separatist Lithuania, 
site of some of the country's 
biggest demonstrations, the gov- 
ernment has agreed to discuss 
construction of a third reactor at 
its Ignalina plant. 

Kaurov has found the most 
unlikely allies to promote growth 
in the nuclear industry. 

“For instance at the Khmelnits- 
ky station in the western 
Ukraine, local chruch leaders 
came to bless the station,” he 
said. 

“Of course, it’s ironical that 
after all these years We have the 
church helping us, but we have to 
use whatever means we can.” 


BUSINESS IS BACK AND 
WE'RE BACK IN BUSINESS. 


Gulf Air are pleased to 
announce that it's business as 
usual. 

Yo u ca n n ovv fly fro m J o rd a n to 
Bahrain every IVJonday and 
Thursday, with convenient 
onward connections to Indian 
Sub-Continent, the Far East, 
Singapore or Australia. 


On the way enjoy a style ot 
service to which you could 
easily become accustomed. 

For more information 
contact your nearest travel 
agent or call us and diseo\ c 
the delights of flving. 

Gulf Air style. 




GULF AIR^g^tjbeio 

Reservations: 653613 


Baker puts onus on Israel 


talks 


m 

Diplomat denies Karrubi made deal 


(Continued from page r 

duett talks between the Jewish stale 
and the Arabs. 

Ms. Tutwiler refused to say 
whether Baker had made any de- 
mands on the Arabs, especially Syria, 
or whether he had accepted proposals 
put forward by IsraeG Foreign Minis- 
ter David Levy, as Israeli officials 
claimed. 

She said the questions Israel still 
had to answer involved operational 
details of a peace conference, such as 
how long it would ran and whether 
the United Nations should play a 
role. 

The Israeli officials said that in 
talks with Mr. Baker on Friday Fore- 
ign Minister David Levy agreed to 
five points on the format of the peace 
conference. 

Mr. Arens, a rival with Mr. Levy 
for leadership of the rightist Likud, 
said: “I was not at the meeting with 
the foreign minister, but I presume 
that figai agreement will have to be 
accepted by the cabinet.” 

“From the point of view of 
reaching an Israeli position, in the 
end rhk most be agreed on with the 
prime minister, ami as you know. 
Baker’s discussion with the prime 
manster did not finish and no conclu- 
sion was reached,” be told Israel 
radio. 

Foreign ministr y officials said Mr. 
Baker and Mr. Levy did not discuss 
two key issues that could torpedo the 
U.S. effort — a role for the United 
Nations and the composition of a 
Palestinian delegation to a peace cos- 


ine! opposes roles for the .United 
ions and Palestinians from Arab 
isalem. 

he officials said Israel accepted 
iet co-spoflsoiship of a peace con- 
ace if Moscow restored lies with 
Jewish State, and Israel would 
Eider giving Europe a role which 

yd to be specified. 

hefy said that on the assump- 
\ the conference would have no 
lority to imp ose decisions, Israel 
ild “favourably consider” letting it 


reconvene with Israeli and Arab 
agreement to bear progress reports 
on bilateral negotiations. 

Israel had previously said it wanted 
a ceremonial opening to the regional 
conference which would then break 
up into direct talks between it and 
Arab stares. 

Mr. Levy’s slight concession pro- 
voked criticism from Mr. Arens and 
right-wing parties in Mr. Shamils 
coalition who fear Israel might be 
dragged into an international confer- 
ence which would force it to give up 
occupied Arab zerritories. 

“It started as a one-time event with 
the participation of the United States 
and the Soviet Union/ 1 Mr. Arens 
saidL 

“Today they want to change the 
n ame from a meeting to a conference. 
Today they want to add European 
representatives to this conference. 
Today they want to add an observer 
from the United Nations to this con- 
ference. Today they want our agree- 
ment that this meeting will convene 
again and it is no longer a one-time 
event. 

“Tims it seems to me that the 
distance is diminishing between what 
is proposed here and a full interna- 
tional conference to which we will not 
go under any circumstances," he said. 

Mr. Arens also said he favoured 
speaking with elected Palestinian rep- 
resentatives, as proposed in a mori- 
bund 19S9 Israeli plan, rather than 
appointed delegates as envisaged at a 
regional peace conference. 

He said for the sake of policy 
coordination it would be better for 
Israeli leaders to meet Mr. Baker 
together rather than separately as 
they have done on each of Mr. 
Baker's four visits since early March. 

During Mr. Baker’s second Middle 
East peace mission Mr. Levy . 
announced that Israel and the United 
States reached broad understand- 
ing on an Arab-Israeli peace confer- 
ence. Talks with Mr. Shamir later 
that day revealed many obstacles 
remained. 

• Mr. Arens Saturday appeared in 


mm the tables on Mr. Levy, who has 
adopted a more conciliatory approach 
to peace efforts since replacing Mr. 
Areas as foreign minister last Jane. 

In the previous government, Mr. 
Arens was the (me who tried to coax 
Mr. Shamir into talks with Palesti- 
nians while Mr. Levy worked to 
undermine the process by poshing 
hardline Israeli demands. 

Hardline Science Minister Yuval 
Neeman said he was concerned by 
media reports of new accords with 
Mr. Baker but would wait to hear 
from Mr. S hamir and Mr. Levy in the 
cabinet before- deriding what action 
his ultra-rightwing Tehiya party 
would take. 

“If indeed things are as reported, J 
think it will be hard for Tehiya to stay 
in the government,” be told army 
radio. 

Tehiya, fiercely opposed to trading 
land for peace with Arabs, controls 
three pariSomeocary seats in Mr. Sha- 
mir’s 66-scaz coalition. Tehiya’s cen- 
tral committee is to meet this week to 
discuss the peace efforts. 


(Continued from page I) 

general said that the two U.N. 
convoy teams “will also discuss 
modalities for the take-over, in 
due course, of the camps present- 
ly being set up by American, 
British and French forces in 
northern Iraq.” 

On that baas, be said, a plan of 
action will be prepared for his 
approval and immediate imple- 
mentation w31 follow. 

He said the latest figure of 
displaced persons is 1.Q2 million 
in Iran, 416,000 just inside Tur- 
key at the border with Iraq and 
200,000 to 400,000 refugees on 
the Iraqi side of the frontier. 

In Washington, White House 
deputy press secretary Roman 
Pops dink said Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar’s comments “underscore the 
important role the U.N. will be 
doing in alleviating the suffering 


of the refugees. We will continue 
working with the U.N. for the 
eventual turnover of the future 
camps.” 

But President George Bush 
said U.S. troops would remain in 
northern Iraq as long as they 
were needed, which may pose a 
problem for the U.N. in taking 
full charge of the camps. 

The United States says its pre- 
sence is covered by Security 
Council Resolution 688 that de- 
mands Iraq allow aid groups to 
deliver relief to those in need but 
several senior U.N. officials 
argue that the resolution did not 
authorise troops. 

Consequently they say that the 
United Nations cannot formally 
take charge of the camps while 
U.S. and allied troops are on base 
without another resolution 
though a gradual U.N. presence 
is expected. 


(Continued from page 1) prevented the release until Janu- 


of the U.N. Central Intelligence 
Agency and died in 1987. 

Political analysts have said the 
hostage issue ,* especially last- 
minute jockeying that failed on 
the election eve, helped Mr. 
Reagan achieve a landslide vic- 
tory over Mr. Carter. 

The hostages were released 
Jan. 31, 1981, just minutes after 
Mr. Reagan was sworn in as 
president. The United States re- 
leased some Iranian assets in 
return. 

Mr. Nabavi said the hostages 
left Iran before Mr. Reagan 
actually took over the White 
House. 

Mr. Nabavi said Iran wanted to 
free the hostages in October after 
the Majlis (pariiaraent) voted a 
series of conditions, but haggling 


ary. 

He said the election in fact 
delayed the release because 
Iran's proposals were “not dealt 
with effectively” out of fear they 
would become an election issue. 

“We were after mechanisms so 
that we would be able to get 
financial guarantees from the 
U.S. before the release of the 
spies and our proposal led to a 
month-long halt in negotiations,” 
Mr. Nabavi said. 

He said he worked under the 
impression that Mr. Carter was 
pressing for their early release to 
help his campaign. 

• 

“Whether Mr. Carter would 
have won the presidential elec- 
tion, if the issue of American 
hostages had been settled, is not 


clear, ” he said. 

The most influential Shiite 
Muslim cleric in Lebanon, Sheikh 
Mohammad Hussein FadUlLah, 
said in remarks published Satur- 
day that the issue of the 13 
Westerners missing in Lebanon 
has “reached an advanced stage 
of ripeness.” 

Also Saturday, the leftist 
Beirut newspaper Al Safir ac- 
cused U.S. President George 
Bush of banning financial aid 
from wealthy nations to Lebanon 
pending the release of the West- 
ern hostages. 

“I believe that this issue has 
reached an advanced stage of 
ripeness, but it will not he discus- 
sed in Lebanon,” Sheikh Fadlal* 
lah said in answering an inter- 
viewer's question on the issue of 
the Western hostages. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWWS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKMG, Am FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AMD 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

^TEL 60*676 604696 ^ 
Vn5>\. P.O.BOX 7806 



' Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 

available for sale. 

For further details, please 

call 

Abdoun Real 


be gins refugee airlift 


'•I. 910605, 810609, 
■ Fax: 810520, 


(Continued from page D 

ted Slates dfcarance to send 
and the first of the U.S . air 
* palne landed in J* 1 ™ 
xrday with blankets for ® 


will be only the second time 
American plane has been per - 
ed into Iran since 1979, when 
U.S. diplomats were seized 
held captive by revolutionary 
for 444 days- 

everal American transport 
ms and helicopters took part 
botched hostage rescue effort 


in 1980- Eight Americans died 
when a cargo plane and helicop- 
ter collided on a makeshift air- 
strip in the desert southwest of 

Tehran. 

Iranian authorities sought to 
downplay the significance of the 

American aid. ! 

IRNA described the aid as an j 
“ordinary practice” and stressed . 
the plane would “return im- 
mediately after unloading its car- 
go.” . . . 

The cargo plane, painted m 

dark-green camouflage colours, , 
had an American flag painted 
prominently on its tail. 


Thefirst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Cade, Mai Amman, near 
AhSyyah Girls School 



P£K iNC^ 


AUTHENTIC 
CHINESE 
CUISINE 


RANT 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-hUdaight 

TeL$3$9t* 
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(dosed on monduyij 
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VJHL 


Ar Amman’s 

// exclusive gift shop Vl 

if Italian shoes, leather goods,\\ 
| perfumes, lighters, watches. I 
| pens, silverware, porcelain, I 
I crystalware etc. I 

Shmeisani - Grindleys Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


/ CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
.lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 

L P m J 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

■ \ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 


RENT 


Fret taftrft- 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindbys 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: £23891 


QOAOQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 

apartments & villas for rent 

in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

BSITfitfiSflT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

letke away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

Altar the Philadelphia Hotel 
Tbwwds 3rd dreto 


FOR RENT at 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 
FURNISHED S UNFURNISHED 

Apartments, villas 
& semi villas 

You’D like our service 
Just call 835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


77** Regency Pakxc Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 

Facilities 


Amman -Tel 668193 

P 0. Box 94Q3 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 

Unpaid Bordeaux players go on strike 

BORDEAUX (AP) — Players of the financially troubled 
Bordeaux Oirondins soccer club, unpaid for two months, said 
Saturday they will no longer take to the field. The first-division 
club’s players voted unanimously to strike beginning Saturday, 
said a communique released by the team. Their next scheduled 
match comes May 4 against Montpellier, so a week remains to 
work out a deal. The Girondins. French champions three times in 
the 1980s, have been hard-hit by scandal and financial troubles 
this year. The team faces relegation and even liquidation if it 
cannot reorder its financial house. Since former President Claude 
Bez was stripped of the club last year under charges of financial 
mismanagement, a series of white knights have triad to and failed 
to grapple with the club's 300 million francs ($50 million) debt. 
The latest, Jean-Didier Lange, has been negotiating with the 
players to lower their salaries. But player anger over back-pay 
manifested itself Saturday. 

Spartak fined for missing matches 

MOSCOW (R) — Beaten European Cup soccer semifinalists 
Spartak Moscow were fined 200,000 roubles for missing two 
league matches when they went to Japan for a friendly tourna- 
ment at the end of March. The fine is massive by Soviet standards, 
but galloping inflation has gradually reduced the value of the 
rouble to a fraction of the official exchange rate, which stands at 
$1.7 to the rouble. It seems unlikely that Spartak, one of the 
best-supported teams in the land, will be crippled by the fine. The 
Moscow side attracted crowds of around 100,000 for the home 
games in the European Cup against Napoli. Real Madrid and 
Marseille and will also have earned valuable hard currency during 
the tournament in Japan. Spartak, who lost to Marseille in the 
European Cup Wednesday, are seventh in the first division. 

N. Irish call up former coalman 

BELFAST (R) — Former Belfast coalman Paul Williams 
continued his fairy-tale success story with a call up to the 
Northern Irish soccer squad to meet the Faroe Islands next week. 
The 27-year-old striker, recently bought by second division West 
Bromwich after scoring 17 goals in 25 games for fourth division 
Stockport, could now make his international debut in the 
European Championship Group 4 qualifier. But Northern Irish 
manager Billy Bingham has dropped Celtic defender Anton 
Rogan. who played in last month's 4-1 defeat by Yugoslavia in 
Belgrade. Irish League part-timer Stephen McBride is also left 
out because his club Glenavon play three days later in the Irish 
Cup Final against Portadown. 

Taylor backs decision to axe Waddle 

LONDON (R) — England soccer manager Graham Taylor has 
defended his decision to axe Chris Waddle of Marseille from the 
squad for next week’s European Championship qualifier against 
Turk? / He has also issued a warning to Liverpool striker John 
Barnes ihat his could be the next name on the hit-list. Taylor 
showed little respect for the big names of football when he 
dropped Waddle and experienced campaigners such as Bryan 
Robson and Peter Beardsley for the game against Turkey. But the 
England manager said: “If you look at Waddle and John Barnes 
it’s the same situation. They have played aroOnd 60 games for 
England and that is quite a lot of matches. We can all talk and say 
things but at the end of the day you have to do things. I have to 
produce results and players have got to produce consistent 
performances whoever they are playing for." 

» 

i 

Gascoigne close to joining Lazio 

LONDON (AP) — English: midfielder Paul Gascogine is on the 
verge of signing with Italian soccer club Lazio for a possible 
world-record fee, British press reports said. But Lazio, which 
boasted last month that the 23-year-old star would be playing in 
its colours next season, said the deal was not yet complete. “We'll 
talk about Gascoigne only at the end of the season," said Lazio's 
Carlo Regalia. “For now we have nothing to say, and we’d prefer 
that this business isn’t talked about any more." Asked if and when 
the contract would be signed, he replied: “I really don't know, but. 
certainly not today." British reports said that Tottenham, under 
pressure from a bank to lower its debt of $29 million, was set to 
sell Gascoigne, its biggest asset. The reported fee was $14.5 
million but it could match the $15 million fee Italy's Juventus paid 
Fiorentina for Roberto Baggio last year. Tottenham signed 
Gascoigne, 23, for $3.4 million in July 1988, transferring him from 
Newcastle. 

China's divers to miss World Cup meet 

PEKING (AP) — Women’s world diving champion Gao Min of 
China will miss the World Cup meet opening next week in Canada 
because of a shoulder injury, the official Xinhua News Agency 
reported Saturday. Xinhua said Gao. 20, the 1988 Olympic gold 
medallist in the springboard competition, has decided to skip the 
meet to continue her recovery and prepare for the 1993 summer 
games in Barcelona, Spain. The report described the injury as 
serious, but did not say how it occurred. The Chinese team erf 
divers for the Winnipeg meet also does not include 13-year-old Fu 
Mingxia, winner of the women’s platform event at the Goodwill 
Games last year and the World Championships earlier this year in 
Perth, Australia. Fu is not eligible for the World Cup competition 
because the International Amateur Swimming Federation de- 
cided in Perth that divers must be at least 14 years old to compete 
in sanctioned events. 
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Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* A J 10 5 
7 6 
Q96 

* K 10 7 2 

EST EAST 


WEST 

* Q 7 3 

J 9 8 4 2 
A K 8 5 2 

* Void 


The bidding: 
South Wet 

North 

East 

1 4 

Pass 

3 * 

Pass 

6 4 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of 
The poet mighi be right ihat liv- 
ing in a State of blissful ignorance 
has its own rewards. However, be- 
ing wise enough to recognizes prob- 
lem may exist means you might be 
able to work out a solution. 

North’s jump to three spades was 
a limit raise, showing sojne H-12 
points and four-card support for 
opener's suit. Since there was no* 
way to determine accurately the full 
potential of the hand, we applaud 


FIRST ASSUME. THEN DEDUCE 

_ , South’s practical decision to jump 

South deaJs. straight to slam. Six spades rated to 
. - be no worse than on a finesse. 

West led the king of diamonds. 

Declarer ruffed, led a spade rc> the 
f 2 2ee antJ wa * only slightly taken 

^ST aback when East showed out. After 

4 Void drawing a second trump, declarer 

(2 k 10 5 3 rushed the ace of clubs. This time 

S 2 J 10 7 4 3 WcsI failed to follow, and declarer 

* j 9 g 4 found he had a loser in each black 

SOUTH suit— down one. 

* K 9 8 6 4 2 A more prescient South would 

A Q I’ 34- *-’ avoided rhe debacle. Since one 

Void ° r dummy’s hearts could be discard- 

* A Q 6 5 3 cd on the fifth club, the only threat 

to the contract is for clubs to be 4-0, 

»rth a °d for East to hold the length— if 

* Pass WcM has four dubs, declarer will be 
I5S pass able . lo marked finesse Tor 

ng of J. he i ack - ,l « well-nigh impossible 

ie righi that Jiv- ' or West, who is marked with the 
ssful ignorance ace -king of diamonds by the lead 
;. However, be- anc * bas no{ bid, to be void in both 
■cognize a prob- ^P3dcs and clubs. Therefore, deciar- 
is you might be cr should lay down the king of 
solution. spades from hand at trick two. 

hree spades was ^ bCn ,be spade position shows up. 
ng sopie 11-12 11 ls 3 simple matter to take the 
rd support for marked finesse lor the queen of i 
! there was no - ar, d Claim the hand even 

curately the full chough boih black suits break as 
id. we aoolaud badI X “ possible. 


Maradona held by drug squad, 
Argentina mourns fallen idol 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argen- 
tine soccer star Diego Maradona 
was arrested Friday afternoon on 
suspicion of possessing drugs, 
shocking the nation which had 
idolised their rags-to-riches hero. 

Police said Maradona, 30, was 
being held at drug squad head- 
quarters after his arrest with two 
other men at a flat in a Buenos 
Aires suburb. 

Television interrupted prog- 
rammes to flash scenes of the 
stocky midfielder being bustled 
into a police car. He had been 
recently banned by the Italian 
Soccer League from playing any- 
where in the world for 15 months 
after traces of cocaine were found 
in a urine sample. 

Viewers saw their national 
hero, who had risen from a 
Buenos Aires slum to become 
one of the world’s highest paid 
and best known athletes, eyes 
glazed and head lolling, smiled at 
onlookers as he left the building 
supported by another man. 

Maradona appeared to be sob- 


bing when he arrived at drug 
squad headquarters, where he is 
likely to be held over the 
weekend before bail can be consi- 
dered. 

"I feel sorry for him. He 
looked awful. . He just can't take 
the pressure,” said housewife 
Maria Gairia. 

“He’s an idiot. He's thrown 
everything to hell,” commented 
Jose Lorenzo, a waiter in a down- 
town bar where conversation cen- 
tred on the man whose genius on 
the pitch had led Argentina to the 
1986 World Cup tide but whose 
personal problems -had left his 
career in tatters. 

Legal sources said Maradona 
faced a prison sentence of one to 
six years if found guilty of posses- 
sing drugs. If convicted of sup- 
plying drugs to others, the sent- 
ence could be up to 16 years. 

Argentine goalkeeper Sergio 
Goycochea, Maradona’s team- 
mate in the 1990 World Cup, said 
in a televised interview: “It’s a 
really ugly situation. Very tough. 


We have got to snpport him 
because he has done so many 
good things.” 

Residents of the apartment 
block said Maradona and the two 
men had been at the first floor 
flat since Thursday afternoon. 
When drag squad cars pulled up 
outside they had seen Maradona 
throw a packet, later recovered 
by police, from the window. 

The judge in charge of the case 

(denied a report by the Argentine 
News Agency, Telam, that a 
packet confiscated by police con- 
tained half a kilo of cocaine. 

The names of the two other 
men have not been released 
although Maradona’s agent Juan 
Marco Franchi said he under- 
stood they were childhood friends 
of the 30-year-old star. 

Despite his problems in Italy. 
Maradona is still worshipped in 
Argentina where fans nurture the 
.hope he will reconsider his deci- 
sion to abandon international 


soccer and return to the national 
side be captained in 1986 and to 
second place in the 1990 finals . 

Argentine Manager Alfio 
BasOe has repeatedly said the 
door was always open if Marado- 
na wanted to return to the team. 

Since signing with Napoli seven 
years ago, he helped the dub win 
its first two Italian League cham- 
pionships and one European 
Football Union Cup. 

But over the past two years his 
career went sour. He skipped 
practices and missed matches. 
His name was mentioned in con- 
nection with drug and prostitu- 
tion rings, deepening his feud 
with Napoli's authorities, who are 
suing him for damaging the dub's 
image. 

When he retained to Argenti- 
na from Italy earlier this month 
with bis wife and two daughters, 
Maradona said he wanted to 
abandon the game forever be- 
cause he was fed op with profes- 
sional soccer. 


Senna claims record 55th pole at lmola 
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IMOLA. Italy (R) — World 
champion Ayrton Senna in- 
creased bis record number of pole 
positions to 55 Saturday when 
wet weather reduced final qual- 
ifying for the San Marino Grand 
Prix to academic interest. 

On a day of rain showers and 
heavy doud cover, conditions 
were never ideal for any attempt 
at improved times following Fri- 
day's opening qualifying. Senna 
was able to secure pole in his 
McLaren without any extra effort 
on a damp circuit. 

It was his seventh successive 
pole position at the Autodromo 
Enzo E Dino Ferrari, but the. 
closeness of bis rivals in the qual- 
ifying session Friday suggested a 
close and competitive race. 

Senna's Friday time of one 
minute and 21:877 seconds was 19 
seconds quicker than the best 






*. . Xi J 


Ayrton Senna 

recorded Saturday by his 
McLaren team mate Gerhard 


Berger. 

Senna will share the front row 
of the grid with Riccardo Pat- 
rese, who was only one-tenth of a 
second slower in his Williams, 
with Alain Prost, in a Ferrari, 
sharing the second row with Nigel 
Mansell in the second Williams. 

Berger shares the third row 
with Italian Stefano Modena in a 
TyrreD. 

Less than seven-tenths of a 
second separated the best times 
of the leading five drivers Friday 
and much could depend on the 
weather conditions and possible 
wet-weather set-ups of cars Sun- 
day. 

Senna said he was concerned 
about the conditions for the race 
and did not expect an easy run 
against either the Williams or 
Ferrari teams. 


‘T just hope the conditions are 
insistent,” he said. “If not then 
it could be a ‘luck’ situation and 
not a technical one. Emola is a 
very slippery circuit and the visi- 
bility is not good down the 
straight." 

With maximum points from his 
two successive season-opening 
victories in Phoenix and Sao 
Paulo, the 31-year-old Brazilian 
already has an 11-point lead over 
Prost in the title race. 

Senna will have a new revised 
Honda V12 engine put into his 
McLaren for the race. The team 
believe this could give him a 
decisive edge in what promises to 
be a tight duel with Patrese, who 
will be seeking a repeat of his 
1990 victory. 


China, Korea win final-round 
table tennis matches in Chiba 


Becker moves to Monte Carlo final 


CHIBA, Japan (AP) — The de- 
fending Chinese women's team 
and Korea's first unified team 
won final-round matches Satur- 
day in the 11th World Table 
Tennis Championships. 

China, seeking its ninth- 
straight team championship, 
trounced Finland 3-0. Korea 
blanked Denmark 3-0. 

Deng Yaping routed Katja 
Nieminen 21-16, 21-8 and Gao 
Jun romped over Anni Komu- 
lainen 21-11, 21-1. Deng paired 
with Qiao Hung and defeated 
Johanna Kaimio and Komulainen 
21-19. 21-6 in just 45 minutes. 

Korea needed nearly an hour 
to defeat Denmark. Hong Cha- 
Ok bear PiaToelhoj 21-16. 21-16, 
and Hyun Jung-Hwa beat Pia 
Hansep 21-19, 21-9. Hyun then 
joinea Li Bun-Hui to beat the 
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Danish team of Toelhoj and Han- 
sen 21-11, 21-13. 

Korea is sending its first unified 
. team to an international sports 
V meet since the Korean peninsula 
has divided to North and South 
Korea in 1945. 

China led Group A with a 7-0 
mark in the preliminary round. 
Korea headed Group B, also at 
7-0. 

The top eight teams from each 
group advanced into the final 
round. 

In other final round matches, 
Hong Kong blanked New Zea- 
land 3-0. France beat England 3-1 
and Hungary beat Germany 3H. 

Romania edged Yugoslavia 3- 
2, the Soviet Union outlasted 
Sweden 3-2 and Czechoslovakia 
downed Japan 3-2. 


MONTE CARLO (AP) — Boris 
Becker advanced to the third clay 
court final of his career with a 
semifipai victory over Yugosla- 
via’s Goran Prpic, 6-3, 6-3 Satur- 
day in the Si-million Monte Carlo 
Open Tennis Tournament. 

Spain’s Sergi Bmguera was to 
play Austria’s Horst Skoff in the 
second semifinal later Saturday. 

Becker has never won a profes- 
sional tournament on clay. He 
lost to Alberto Mandni of Argen- 
tina in Monte Carlo two years ago 
and bowed to Juan Aguilera of 
Spain in Hamburg, Germany last 
year. 

Becker started using the same 
tactic that helped beat defending 
champion Andrei Chesnokov Fri- 
day. 

On the very first point of the 
match, Becker used*a backhand 
drop shot that Prpic just got to. 
Becker put away an easy winner 
to the open court. 


Although Prpic won the game, 
Becker used the same manoeuvre 
twice to gain a break in the third 
game and go up. 2-1. 

Although Prpic came to even 
the set at J3-3, Becker took the 
jjext three games, helped by Prpic 
errors, including four in the final 
game of the set. 

The second set was, at first, 
identical. Becker again went up 
an early break only to be tied at 
3-3. 

But this time the deciding game 
was the eighth. Becker scored 
four consecutive points on Prpic’s 
serve — two winning -approach 
shots and two Prpic errors. 

That put Becker up 5-3. He 
served for the match and won it 
on a brilliant running forehand 
passing shot. 

“It was a continuation of 
yesterday.” Becker saidL “I play- 
ed very good from the very first 
point on." 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 2*. «*« 

By 'Dianas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Rigger o 


GENERAL* TENDENCIES: The 
Poll Moon in Scorpio and Mercury 
aiming out of retrograde along 
with the double Moon Square of 
Jupiter and Saturn ensure that 
your in for an unusual day of 
varied activities ... 

ARIES: (Marc* 21 » April 19) 
Make a decision early to spend 
your Hmt getting rid of little chores 

as well as meditating, concentrat- 
ing and reflecting upon eternal 
truths. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You fed some friends are treating 

you badly and you want to give 
them a tongue lashing but this 
'would be a very bad idea upon this 
day. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to do nothing that ran in 
anyway injure your reputation or 
your good name so carry ithrough i 
frith promises you have made to 
anyone important. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is the time for you to 
show you are the one who does 
study and rhinfc out any course of 
action before hastily putting it in 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) What 
you have in mind requiring that 
you scrupulously and painstakingly 
carry through what you have 
agreed to do should be completed 
right now. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take some time out now to 


show you are the one who listens to 
wtet Qihcrs have to say and who 
follows their suggestions compk c 
ly on any project. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
22) The way you do the projects 
assigned to you is vitally important 
nowso be v«y precise in whatever 
you undertake to keep associates 

pleased. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 K> Novem- 
ber 21) This is the lime to make 
sure you do charm others who are 
in distress for you can relieve their 
anxieties greatly so avoid any nega- 
tive ideas. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 lo 
December 21) Whtever you have 
in mind to improve matters at your 
residence is very good nut do 
nothing today that has others 

flunking badly of you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You need to use more 
than average care on the highway 
to avoid some potential danger and 
you would be wise not to get in any 
problem areas. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is your time to show 
you do value the good will and 
active assistance of whomever you 
have any material or financial deal- 
ings with. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is your day to avoid the 
social spotlight and to get your 
personal affairs in such order they 
are in fine fettle for the future 
coining. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Htsrfls 



“living... that’s one of the little 
things he does to annoy me." 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


PARVO 


!** / 

M' 


II v? 




RIMPE 


m 

hw 


’ J 


NESING 



A SUY WHO 

always foes as 

HE PLEASES 
NEVER— - 

J 

Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



Yesterday's 


Print answer here: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: PAGAN FLOOR DEPUTY WEDGED 

Answer What you can usually count on m a pinch — 
THE PADDY WAGON ’ 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Evelyn Banshoof 




ACROSS 
1 Domino e.g. 

5 Fresh-water fish 
9 Hospital division 
13 Korean e.g. 

15 Redofenca 

16 Was in the red 

17 Pfondar 
IB '-A Doll's 

House” heroine 

19 Hindu music 

20 Laconic 

22 Haulage cart 

23 Mafce by 
working 

24 Display stand 
26 Mysterious 

30 Forehead 

31 — opera 

32 Banned 
35 Famous 
39 Suppress 

41 Normal 

42 Wear Slowly 

43 isolated 

44 Happen 
together 

46 Mine car 

47 Additional 
49 Receiving 
51 "The Duka" 

53 Pol source 

55 Masticate 

56 Puzzle type 
82 Flying prafhc 

63 During 

64 Not fulfilled 

65 River dam 
65 Profligate 

67 City near 
Minneapolis 

68 Luge 

69 — Scon 

70 Soviet city 

DOWN 

1 Gambling game 

3 Patty quarrel 

4 Vendition 

5 Philanthropist 

6 Bedizen 

7 Twine 

8 Pencil adjunct 

B Eng. poet 

10 Informed 
n Majestic 
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$1991 T'tiunt Mtifca Servo* he. 

« niflmi iWwd ^ 


12 WWW fere 
14 Staircase pfllar 
2i Scot, inventor 

25 The tops 

26 Gr. mountain 

27 Wind 

28 Roman 
statesman 

29 Indeed! 

30 Torch - 
33 Cathedral 


Yesterday's Puzzle Strived 


34 Horse 

36 Bull: Sp. 

37 Cheese 

33 Gr. township 
40 Sign 

45 Gas consumers 
43 Bounty 

50 Ctase-ftttinfl 
hat 

51 Revolve 

52 Eagle's nest 

53 Kid's vehicle 

54 Attached 

55 Bird cries 
57 Sharif 
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53 Disassemble 

59 Muslim viP 


60 M- LaNque 

61 Lat abbr. 
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WASHINGTON (R) __ The 
U.S. economy shrank at a 2 8 oer 
.cent annual rate in the first three 
mouths of 1991, hobbled by^a 
recession that penneated nearly 
weiy sector of business activity, 

^OimmeKe Department said 

The contraction of gross 
national product (GNP) __ the 
conntty-s total output of goods 
and senates followed a 1.6 per 
cent dedme in the final quarter of 
1990. It was the first time m nine 
years that GNP in the world's 
largest economy fell in two con- 
secutive quarters. 

The sharp drop, coupled with 
recent reports on growing unem- 
ployment numbers and declining 
car sales, is likely to heighteH 
pressure on the nation’s central 
bank, the Federal Reserve (Fed) 
to lower rates to spark up the 


in recession 


ec onomy, analysts said. 

“No way is this downturn 
soon, shallow and mild,” said 
economist Alien Sinai of the Bos- 
*? n *‘Ai this point we’re in 
ine tenth month of recession.” 

But some economises. Bush 
sdnmnstra&on officials and many 
Fed officials believe the worst of 
the downturn is over and expea a 
recovery, albeit a modest one, to 
wgm midyear. 

“We think that the trough will 
be reached daring tha second 
quarter,” Commerce Under- 
secretary Michael Darby said. 

Federal Reserve Governor 
David Mullins said there were no 
major surprises in the GNP re- 
port and that the Fed knew the 
economy was still contracting in 
the first quarter, though at a 
slower rate. 

"We still think we have a good 


shot at a recovery Mullins said. 

Mullins also said be was not' 
surprised by the inflation num- 
bers in the report which showed 
the implicit price deflator, a 
broad meas u re of price changes 
in a basket of goods and services, 
rose at a 5-5 per cent animal rate 
after a 2.8 per cent rise in the 
fourth quarter. 

Econo mi sts said the defla to r 
showed an exaggerated inflation 
picture because of distortions 
from a number of factors that are 
unlikely to be. repeated in the 
future. 

However, Mullins said the Fed 
is grin sensitive to concerns about 
a re s urgence of inflation. The Fed 
is in a ‘‘wait-and-see'* mode now. 

“We’re keeping our options 

open,” be said. 

The recession, which officially 
began last July, has bled 1.8 


million jobs out of the economy 
smee September and has already 
lasted as long as the average 
post-war downturn. 

While economists do not ex- 
pect tbe current slump to be as 
steep as the 19S1-S2 recession, 
considered may be anaemic. 

a 

They point to cautious spend* 
ing by consumers and businesses, 
lagging productivity and overseas 
economic weakness. 

“I'd say the recovery itself \ s 
going to be on the subdued side,” 
said economist Robert Dederick 
Of Northern Trust Co. in Chica- 
go- 

The current slump ended 92 
months of economic expansion, a 

peacetime record that lasted 
through most of the 1980s and 
was only briefly interrupted by a 
minor downturn in 1986. 


Ankara readies new dose of austerity 


ISTANBUL (R) _ Turkish 
businessmen expect a new dos e of 
austerity next week as the gov- 
ernment struggles with 62.3 per 

cent animal inflation and a bal- 
looning budget deficit. 

But a semor economy official 
said tbe measures would fall short 
of the belt-tightening urged by a 
strongly-wored International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) report'. 

“I don’t agree with the IMF. 
We know our structural problems 
but for measures you need poli- 
tical mil,” treasury chief Namik 
Kemal Kilic told Reuters. 

“Austerity hurts. Everybody 
knows the diseases. But we have 


to be realistic. We can’t change 
things overnight,” he said. “A 
government facing an election 
can’t impose a high dose of au- 
sterity into the economy.” 

“The IMF wants big changes, 
yes. But in this political atmos- 
phere all we can try is a soft- 
landing.” Kilic added. . 

“We can’t see a week ahead. 
Early election speculations are 
not helping the market uncertain- 
ty," said AtiUa Uras, general 
manager of Manufacturers 
Hanover Bank Istanbul. 

Kilic said the new package 
would end agricultural subsidies. 


The Turkish Grain Board paid 
over a billion dollars last year to 
farmers at above-the-market 
prices. 

Central bank governor Rusdu 
Saracoghi, an Oral protege, hit at 
the government Thursday saying 
there was no point in announcing 
a monetary programme if public 
spending continued. 

The budget deficit has already 
topped 2.9 trillion lira ($829 mil- 
lion) in tbe fust three months of 
the year, up 84 per cent over the 
same period of 1990. 

Saracoghi is in favour of high 
interest rates — now at their 
highest since 1988 with key one- 


year rates hitting 70 per cent — to 
bring down inflation. 

But businessmen' see high in- 
terest rates as a cause of inflation 
and say they paralyse invest- 
ments. 

High interest rates have also hit 
Istanbul’s Stock Exchange. Share 
prices plunged Friday to their 
lowest since Jan. 29. 

And ordinary Turks are finding 
that day-to-day problems are 
mounting as fast as inflation. 

“There’s nothing left of the 
middle class.” wrote commenta- 
tor Emin Colasan in mass circula- 
tion daily Hurriyet. 


Salomon and Morgan 
i Stanley report sharply 
I, higher earnings 


NEW YORK (R) — Joining 
other U.S. brokerages that have 
profited from the bull market on 
WaU Street, Salomon Inc. and 
Morgan Stanley Group Inc. have 
-.ggnurted sharply higher earnings 
fm^the first quarter. 

. iLNew York-based Morgan Stan- , 
.fcjpiid net earnings jumped 46 
. pe r cent to S 120.1 million, or 
;S3$F/a share, compared with 
^$g2- : EiuiIlion, or S2.07 a share, a 

. VRjevenues grew 17 per oent to 
i$£63 billion from $1.40 billion. 

' The brokerage said particularly 
strong results came in stock and 
bond trading, as well as from 
foreign exchange and commod- 
ities operations. 

Salomon, also based in New 
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York, said net income more than 
doubled to S273 million, orS2.30 
a share, from SI 19 million, or 88 
cents a share in the 1990 quarter. 

Salomon cited excellent trading 
results in virtually all its products 
and georaphic areas. Revenues 
soared 71 per cent to S1.1S billion 
from 5690 million. 

Profits at Salomon Bros, its 
main brokerage subsidiary, more 
than doubled to S503 million be- 
fore taxes. 

Last week Merrill Lynch & 
Co., the nation's biggest broker- 
age bouse, reported first-quarter 
earnings rose more than fourfold, 
and Bear Stearns Co. reported a 
66 per cent earnings gam in the 
latest quarter. 

In addition to tbe surge m tbe 
stock makret since January, 
which has boosted trading com- 
mission profits, the strong results 
are further proof that cost-cutting 
on Wall Street is improving finan- 
cial results. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, April 27, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 


Swiss franc 


Bar SHI 

682.0 686-0 
1 152.9 1159-8 
389.1 391-* 

461*5 464-3 


French franc 1 15-3 

Japanese yen (for 100) 493.4 

Dutch gtdkter 345.6 

Swedish crown 112.1 

Italian lira (for 100) 52.7 

Belgian franc (for 10) 189.4 


116.0 

496.4 

347.7 

112.8 
53.0 

190.5 


Saudi investor reveals 

5 per cent Chase stake 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A Saudi Arabian investor, Suliman 
Olay an, has disclosed be holds a five per cent stake in Chase 
Manhattan Gorp., tbe nation's third largest banking company. 

In a filing with tbe Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), 
Olayan said be has acquired 6.7 million shares of Chase “for 
investment purposes.” 

Olayan is the second Saudi investor in recent months to announce 
a substantial ownership stake in a U.S. bank. 

Citicorp said in February Prince A1 WaJeed Ben Talal of Saudi 
Arabia purchased $590 million of convertible preferred stock in a 
private placement The prince stated he intends to limit his 
ownership in Citicorp to 10 per cent. 

Tbe two principal Olayan companies in the transactions. Crescent 
Diversified Ltd. and Crescent Securities Ltd., both based in the 
British Virgin Islands, indicated that depending on business develop- 
ments they may sell their shares or buy more. 

According to the document filed with tbe SEC, Olayan’s com- 
panies since March 1 have 'purchased 1.1 million shares of Chase 
common stock at prices between $15 and $20 per share. 


Carlson, Israel’s 
Azorim sign hotel 

management pact 

■ 

TEL AVIV (R) — U.S. hotels and resorts giant Carlson Company 
Inc. has signed a 10-year agreement with Israel’s Azorim to manage 
and market Azorim's seaside apartment hotels. 

Carlson is a privately held group that employed some 70,000 
people in 1989 and earned revenue of more than $6 billion. It mil 
operate in Israel through its Colony Hotels and Resorts subsidiary. 

Colony president and chief executive officer John Russell told 
reporters: “This will be a good country to be in, particularly after 
1592, with the fall of trade barriers.” 

Azorim’s managing director Avigdor Keltic r said Azorim — a real 
estate subsidiary of Israel’s Clal Group — would profit from 
Carlson's expertise and worldwide reservation system. 

Azorim owns two Mediterranean coastal hotels and plans to open 
two more. It earned revenue of $39 million in 1989. 
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World Bank unveils new effort 
to promote the private sector 


Washington (Agencies) — 

The World Bank Friday unveiled 
a series of measures to help 
promote private sector develop- 
ment and head off criticism bv the 
United Stares that the tending 
institution is not doing enough to 
foster market economies. 

World Bank President Barber 
Conable, meeting with reporters 
in conjunction with a spring 
meeting of the International 
Monetary Fond and World Bank, 
said there should be a balance 
between government and the 
market in promoting develop- 
ment. 

“Governments throughout the 
world have oome to recognise 
that the most efficient allocation 
and use of resources is achieved 
through the marketplace,” Con- 
able said. 

He said the bank's centra! 
objective must be to reduce 
poverty and promote growth and 
that the private sector can be a 
main player in this effort. 

The bank and its affiliate that 
promotes private development, 
the International Finance Corp. 
have been under attack by the 
Bush administration for not doing 
enough to aid countries in the 
difficult and complex task of pri- 
vatisation. 

Eastern Europe, in particular, 
has been in an historic switch to a 
market economy, including 
attempting to take its public, 
centrally planned companies, pri- 
vate. Latin America is going 
through some of the same re- 
forms, as is Africa. 

The United States has said that 
unless the bank and its affiliates 
did more for the private sector, it 
might not be able to support a 
new capitalisation for the 1FC. 

IFC officials have complained 


that a lack of money is slowing 
efforts to make new investments 
in the developing world and has 
sought an increase of $1.3 billion 
from its 140 mem -countries. 

By its charter, tbe World Bank 
can only lend directly to govern- 
ments or government sponsored 
institutions. But as part of tbe 

new measures to encourage pri- 
vate business. Conable said the 
bank would become more direct- 
ly involved with helping the pri- 
vate sector by cooperating more 
closely with the IFC. 

In addiuoQ. he said the bank 
would revitalise - a private sector 
development committee to pro- 
vide guidance on private sector 
matters for the bank and its affili- 
ates. 

Moreover, the bank intended 
to review the economies of some 
20 developing countries through- 
out tbe world to determine the 
sire and effectiveness of tbe pri- 
vate sector and how to make it 
more efficient, he said. 

It was uncertain whether .the 
new measures go far enough to 
placate the United States, and 
allow it to give the go-ahead on a 
capital increase for the IFC. 

“Only the United States has 
not joined (an IFC capita! in- 
crease) consensus.” Conable 
said, adding: “I hope we will see 
progress on this issue.” 

U.S. officials have said they 
would like to see the bank ear- 
mark 50 per cent of all us lending 
to help governments promote pri- 
vate sector development by the 
year 1995. 

There have been suggestions 
that the bank be allowed to lend 
directly to the private sector in 
the way that commercial banks 
do now but this would require a 
change in its founding charter. 


Conable said that setting artifi- 
cial limits on lending would not 
be helpful and lead to attempts to 
disguise loans so that they 
appeared directed at the correct 
sector. 

Moreover, he told reporters 
that many loans provided today 
including those for education, 
transportation and communica- 
tions, are basic to helping the 
private sector and must he consi- 
dered when discussing these 
issues. 

Conable also said that the 
World Bank should examine how 
much a Third World nation 
spends on arms when considering 
making a loan to that country. 

“Tbe World Bank has to look 
at the level of military spending 
to determine the capacity of a 
country to deal with development 
issues (in case) there is a 
tremendous diversion of re- 
sources in unconstructtve ways 
into mild ary spending.” Conable 
told a news conference Friday 

The bank is the biggest single 
source of aid to the Third World, 
lending over $23 billion a year. 
Console's predecessors have 
been wary of military issues, since 
the bank n owned by 155 coun- 
tries and some of them are under 
military dictatorships. 

Conable said the United Na- 
tions Development Programme 
will put out a report later ihn 
year suggesting ways of looking at 
the problem. 

“Military spending is not pure- 
Iv a fiscal issue, because there's 
an emotional surcharge on it.*' he 
said. “But it does have fiscal 
consequences.” 

He added that each country has 
to be considered separately but 
that there are some rules of 
thumb that could be applied. He 



Barber Conable 

did nut sav wbat they were. 

But one former president of 
the bank, Roben McNamara, 
proposed tn a speech Thursdav 
that aid should depend on low 
military spending by the country 
that gets it 

it is. 1 believe, an rsaentiai 
part of the solution to the wastr 
represented by excessive militarv 
spending in poor countries." he 
said in a speech 
McNamara was U S tecretarv 
of defence under presidents Jt»hn 
Kennedy and l.vndon Johnson 
McNamara suggested that 
countries get special considera- 
tion if thev spend less llwn $2 a 
vear on security out of evert J!t*l 
of their total production 
The U S arms control am! 
disarmament agency lists IS 
countries that spent $10 or more 
out of every S 11 H 1 on secuntv in 
1988. They include Iraq, Libya, 
Syria, Israel. Jordan. Yemen and 
Vietnam. 

Dozens of others spent more 
than S2. A few spent less than $1, 
including Brazil, Costa Rica, 
Nigeria, Gambia and Zaire. 


Air France ADB predicts world economy 


to lay off 

1,500 

workers 


PARIS (R) — The French 
national airline group Air France 
plans to lay off 1,500 of its 39,000 
employees this year as part of 
a cost-cutting programme, Chair- 
man Bernard Attali was quoted 
on Saturday as saying. 

Attali told the Paris daily Li- 
beration that 600 jobs had 
already been shed. Workers were 
being laid off by early retirement, 
redundancy and non-renewal of 
contracts. 

He said wage costs were a 
constant worry, with Asian air- 
lines having wage bills 30 to 40 
per cent lower than France’s 
stale-owned operation. 

The contraction of business 
forced by the Gulf war also cost 
3.3 billion francs ($ 500 million) 
in lost business. 


to slow but pick up in 1992 


MANILA (R) — World econo- 
mic growth will fall for the third 
sucessive year in 1991 even if oil 
prices remain relatively low. but 
will pick up again in 1992, the 
Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) has said in a report. 

It forecast that Asia would 
again be the most rapidly de- 
veloping region of the world, 
while the economies of eastern 
Europe and the Sovier Union 
would continue to contract as 
they ran the painful gauntlet of 

reform. 

■ 

In its annual outlook report for 
1991, the Manila-based bank said 
tbe Gulf conflict continued to 
have an impact on Asian econo- 
mies because of lost remittances 
from workers in the Middle East 
and lower tourism revenues. 

It forecast that growth in real 
world gross national product 


(GNP) would fall to 1.0 per cent 
in 1991 from 1.7 per cent last year 
and 3.1 per cent in 1989 as major 
economies, particularly the Un- 
ited States, Germany and Japan, 
slowed. 

“This projection ss^usifs that 
oil prices will be about $20 per 
barrel on average over the year 
and commodity prices will remain 
generally weak," said the report. 

But it said that despite the 
slowdown in most industrialised 
countries, the economies of some 
developing states would pick up, 
particularly in Latin America 
where GNP growth is projected 
to bit an average 1.4 per cent in 
1991, compared with negative 
growth last year. 

It forecast that the U.S. eco- 
nomy would grow by just 0.5 per 
cent in 1991, but a recovery in the 
middle of the year would raise 
GNP growth to around 2.0 per 


cent in 1992. 

“Net (U.S.) exports should 
contribute to the recovery, as the 
dollar depreciation which took 
place in 1990 takes effect and 
import demand fails as disposable 
.income growth weakens.” the 
ADB said, 

It expected German growth to 
outpace the average for the Euro- 
pean Community (EC), which it 
projected at 1.4 per cent in 1991, 
against 2.5 per cent in 1990. But it 
said EC growth would pick up 
again in 1992, averaging 2.6 per 
cent. 

“Japan faces the problem of 
making the transition to a slower 
but more sustainable rate of eco- 
nomic growth — 3.1 per cent m 
1991 — following three years of 
rapidly expanding income which 
has stretched capacity jnd cre- 
ated inflationary pressures," the 
bank said. 
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JOB VACANCIES 

A Jordanian industrial firm has the following vacancies. 

1. Sales Manager for Jordanian Markets. 

— Minimum 5 years experience in sales of office furniture, 
household appliances, medical furniture and garden furni- 
ture. 

— Fluent in Arabic and English writing and conversation. 
— Jordanian citizen 30-35 years old 

— Must own a pnvate car. 

2 . Industrial Engineer. 

— 5 years experience in Industrial paints 
— Fluent in Arabic and English writing and conversation. 
— Jordanian citizen 30*35 years old 

All applicant should send their C.V. including recent photos 
and copies of their education and experience certificates Good 
salaries are offered for the right candidates Interviews wifi be 
held later with those chosen and they are expected io start work 
as soon as possible 

Please send details to: 

The General Manager 
P.O. Box 141073 AI Bayader 
Amman — Jordan 

Last date for receiving applications 5/5/1991. 


WANTED TO WORK AT A RESTAURANT 

1} First class cook, preferably with experience 
in hotel work. 

2) Two waitresses. 

Address: Country Hut Restaurant — Jab- 
a! Amman — 7th Circle tel.: 811081 


MAID WANTED 

A f amity with 3 children seeks a sleep-in maid 

Please call: 813317 


PRIVATE LESSONS IN BIOLOGY 

AVAILABLE 

For G.C.E., I.G.C.S.E. and I.B. courses. 

Contact tel.: 813149 

















World News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 28. X*>t 



Gorbachev blasts bar dimers, 
prepares to confront strikers 


MOSCOW (AP) — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev is condemning Commun- 
ist Party hardliners after defeat- 
ing their attempt to force him out 
of the party's top job. reports said 
Saturday- Bur he also promises 
firm action to halt strikes and 
protests. 

In a speech Friday to the par- 
ty's Central Committee, the 
Soviet president said the party 

risks becoming politically iso- 
lated, and he called his hardline 
attackers “irresponsible” in their 
attempt a day earlier to oust him 
as party general -secretary - 

He warned of the danger that 
"party organisations will occupy 
themselves exclusively with the 
settlement of internal party prob- 
lems. and will remain... outside 
the main developments” of poli- 
tics, the party daily Pravda re- 
ported Saturday. 

He urged the Communist elite 
to "concentrate on helping the 
party show its ability as an active 
force in the implementation of 
the anti-crisis programmes,” 
according to Pravda. 

Gorbachev's continuing fury 
hinted of a break with the hard- 
liners. So did the "anti-crisis” 
plan for salvaging the Soviet Un- 
ion that he hammered out this 
week with the leaders of nine of 
the 15 republics, who want more 
power now held by the party and 
the central government. 

The plan calls for rewriting the 
constitution, holding new elec- 
tions. selling off small state- 
owned companies, speeding up 
creation of stock exchanges, and 
puts a moratorium on strikes and 
rallies. 

Gorbachev promised firm ac- 
tion as soon as next week to halt 
strikes and restore plummeting 
production in basic industries and 
consumer goods. 

Interior Minister Boris Fugo 
said in an interview Friday that 


Gorbachev planned to impose a 
“special regime” involving eco- 
nomic measures, not troops, to 
restore sliding production. He 
would not elaborate. 

On Friday evening, thousands 
of police and unarmed Interior 
Ministry troops closed off the 
centre of Moscow surrounding 
the Kremlin, in preparation for 
the May Day parade Wednesday 
and posable anti-government de- 
monstrations. Dozens of water 
cannon and military vehicles were 
parked outside one end of the 
Kremlin. 

Last May Day, tens of 
thousands of citizens poured into 
Red Square at the end of the 
official parade and shouted "res- 
ign” at Gorbachev and other 
leaders. 

Gorbachev told the Soviet Sup- 
reme legislature Friday that the 
Central Committee "thought it 
was their duty to say... ‘what are 
you sitting there for? we’ll show 
you,’... So they could go back to' 
their local organisations and say, 
‘we beat the hell out of him,’”. 

With slurred words and bags 
under his eyes, he explained that 
be lost his temper during the 
two-day party meeting and said 
he could not continue working 
with such a Central Committee, 
and suggested he resign. 

“Then, they began thinking 
about what was happening,” he 
said, turning slightly red and 
nearly shouting. The Central 
Committee voted 322-13 Thurs- 
day to support him, and Soviet 
newspapers Friday emphasised 
he had outmanoeuvred his hard- 
line opponents. 

To hardliners who warn to rein- 
state the Communist monopoly 
on power, Gorbachev said, "soci- 
ety would not accept that,” 
according to a TASS transcript. 

Gorbachev received support 
Friday from the usually critical 


legislature of Russia, beaded by 
his rival, Boris Yeltsin. The law 
makers backed the plan Gor- 
bachev negotiated Tuesday with 
Yeltsin and the leaders of the 
eight other republics that wish to 
remain united. 

In Byelorussia, tens of 
thousands of striking workers 
went back to their factories, and 
others abandoned their blockade 

of a railway that had prompted 
the deployment of feared "black 
beret” riot troops. 

Strike leaders said they were 
suspending the walkout until a 
May 21 legislative session be- 
cause they feared authorities 
were trying to provoke violence 
as an excuse for imposing martial 
law, the independent Interfax 
News Agency said. 

Striking coal miners in the Vor- 
kuta region in the far north 
agreed to go back to work 3fter 
authorities met their demand for 
transfer of all the area's mines 
from the Kremlin's to the Russian 
Republic’s control, Interfax re- 
ported. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
other striking coal miners, 
however, did not back off their 
demands for higher wages, more 
power for the republics and Gor- 
bachev's resignation. 

The plan approved by the nine 
republic leaders commits all sides 
to quick signing of a new union 
treaty, a new constitution six 
months after that, followed by 
new elections for the president 
and parliament. 

The nine republics are the Rus- 
sian Federation, the Ukraine, 
Byelorussia, Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan. Azerbaijan, Tad - 
zhikistan, Kirgizia and Turk- 
menia. 

The six not included are Arme- 
nia, Georgia, Moldavia, and the 
three Baltic republics of Estonia. 
Latvia and Lithuania. 


Seoul MPs make first 
visit to North Korea 


PANMUNJOM. Korea (AP) — 
A delegation of excited South 
Korean legislators crossed the 
border Saturday to visit archrival 
North Korea, the first such visit 
in 46 years and a move seen as a 
possible step toward reunifica- 
tion. 

The trip comes only a week 
after Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev visited South Korea 
for summit talks with President 
Roh Tae-Woo. Gorbachev and 
Roh pledged joint efforts to en- 
courage Moscow-backed North 
Korea to open its doors. 

The delegation's leader. Park 
Chung-Soo, said the group hopes 
to see North Korean Communist 
leader Kim II Sung and convey a 
message from Roh asking for 
summit talks with Kim as soon as 
possible. 

"We hope it will set the stage 
for national unification,” Park, 
chairman of the parliament's 
Foreign Affairs and National 
Unification Committee, said of 
the visit. He hailed the trip as 
“meaningful and very, very signi- 
ficant.” 

The 25- member delegation in- 
cludes 12 lawmakers, aides and 
reporters who are to attend an 
April 29- May 4 International Par- 
liamentary Union (IPU) confer- 
ence in North Korea's capital of 
Pyongyang. About 100 nations 
are expected to send delegates. 

The South Korean group’s visit 
is one of only a handful of civilian 
exchanges that have been permit- 
ted since the division of the Ko- 
rean peninsula at the end of 
World War II into the capitalist 
South and Communist North. 

Park and other delegates 
waved and smiled as they 
boarded North Korean cars and a 


van to go northward. Many car- 
ried cameras, squeezed each 
other’s hands and said the oppor- 
tunity to travel to the North was a 
lifetime dream. 

There were no signs of addi- 
tional security beyond the regular 
border guards. 

Park said Southern lawmakers 
would encourage their Northern 
counterparts to press their gov- 
ernment to allow inspections of 
nuclear sites. 

During the Gorbachev-Roh 
summit, the Soviet Union and 
South Korea called on the North 
to sign the nuclear safeguards 
treaty and allow international in- 
spections of its nuclear facilities. 

North Korea is reportedly 
building its third and largest nuc- 
lear reactor and may have the 
capability to build nuclear 
weapons by the mid-1990s. 

“If Kim n Sung wants to see us, 
we will convey our president's 
message that we wants real peace 
and cooperation with the North, 
that he has no intention to isolate 
North Korea,” Park said. 

“So much could be solved if 
they meet together, he said. “It's 
an opportune time. The atmos- 
phere is very favourable right 
now." 

Park said the group also would 
encourage resumption of sus- 
pended high-level talks between 
the two sides, and would encour- 
age North Korea to apply 'for 
separate membership in the Un- 
ited Nations this summer, along 
with South Korea. 

The North has rejected sepa- 
rate membership, insisting that 
one seat should be shared by the 
two Koreas. South Korea calls 
the idea of a shared seat unwork- 
able. 


Kaifu arrives in Malaysia 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 
(AP) — Japanese Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu arrived Saturday 
on the first leg of a 10-day tour of 
South East Asian nations. 

Malaysian Foreign Ministry 
officials said Kaifu will meet with 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad to discuss 
Mahathir's proposal for an East 
Asian economic grouping. 

Mahathir made the proposal 
late last year, when international 
free trade negotiations broke 
down in Brussels after the United 
States and the European Com- 
munity foiled to agree on farm 
subsidies. 

Mahathir has said those nego- 
tiations ignored the needs of 
other countries, and urged that a 
new group be formed to give 
South East Asia more clout. 

U.S. officials have criticised 
the plan, saying it would only 
weaken existing forums. 

Kaifu leaves Monday for an 
overnight stay in Brunei. He will 
then visit Thailand, Singapore 
and the Philippines, all of which 


are members of the Association 
of South East Asian Nations, or 
ASEAN. 

Kaifo is expected to make a' 
policy speech outlining Japan's 
future role in the region on May 3 
in Singapore. 

He also was expected to discuss 
the Cambodian conflict, and to 
try to dispel fears of Japanese 
remilitarisation among Asian 
countries caused by Japan’s deci- 
sion to send minesweepers to the 
Gulf. 

During an empire-building 
phase that started at the turn of 
the century, Japan forcibly took 
over most of East and South East 
Asia. Remembrance of cruel 
treatment at the bands of 
Japanese masters and, the bloody 
World War II battles to oust them 
remain strong throughout the re- 
gion. 

The trip is Kaifu s first to each 
of the nations and his fust meet- 
ing with the current leaders of 
Malaysia, Thailand and Singa- 
pore, a Foreign Ministry official 
said earlier this week. 


Protests •: 

erupt over 
death 

of S. Korean 

■ ■ 

student 


SEOUL (AP) — Riot police bat- 
tled Saturday with students pro- 
testing the death of a student 
during a demonstration a day 
earlier as a national outcry 
mounted over the alleged police 
brutality. 

Justice Minister Lee Jong-Nam 
told parliament, meanwhile, that 
there would be a full investigation 
into the killing of Kang Kyung- 
Dae, 20, during a dash with 
police at Seoul’s Myungji Uni- 
versity Friday. 

The prosecutor's office also 
said that four riot police were 
arrested in connection with the 
incident, and the district police 
chief, Cho Moon-Yong, had been 
fired. Later, the four confessed to 
beating the student, the office 
said. 

In Seoul, rio: police fired tear 
gas and water cannons to drive 
back about 3,000 students trying 
to March out of Yonsei Universi- 
ty to demand the resignation of 
cabinet ministers over the death. 

Some students hurled fire- 
bombs and rocks to try to stop the 
police action, but the main group 
remained peaceful. 

“Let's disclose the brutality of 
police by staging peaceful pro- 
tests,” shouted student leaders. 

Protests were held in at least 
two other cities, and radicals and 
dissidents vowed to stage week- 
long. nationwide protests conde- 
mning the killing and demanding 
the overthrow of the government. 

In the provincial city of Kwang- 
ju. 300 students were driven bade 
from a police substation by police 
firing blank shots, news reports said. 
The other protest was in the 
central dty of Taejon, reports 
said. 

In parliament. Prime Minister 
Ro Jai-Bong said “The death 
occurred because some police 
used excessive violence.” He said 
the cabinet wonld work swiftly to 
get the facts in the case and to’ 
prevent another such tragedy. 

Home Minister Abn Eung-Mo, 
who is in charge of police and 
security operations, was unable 
to testify in parliament because 
opposition politicians screamed 
and yelled, demanding that he 
leave the podium, news reports 
said. 

About 35 groups, including 
three opposition parties and the 
nation's leading dissident orga- 
nisations, held a news conference 
and denounced the death of the 
student, calling it a murder. 

“The death is not an accident, 
but a systematic murder commit- 
ted by the Korean g o vernm ent of 
President Roh Tae-Woo,”- they 
said in a statement. 


De Klerk 

rejects 
ANC attack 
over prison 
releases 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African President F.W. De 
Klerk dismissed as propaganda 
African National Congress 
(ANC) allegations that he was 
delaying key reforms. 

Speaking Saturdays on his re- 
turn from a tour of Britain, De- 
nmark and Ireland, De Klerk said 
their governments showed under- 
standing of the “tremendous 
complexities” he faced in trying 
to dismantle apartheid. 

There was a realisation that 
ultimatums by Nelson Mandela’s 
anti-apartheid movement deman- 
ding key reforms by April 30 and 
May 9 were confrontational and 
“should be avoided," he said. 

“The propaganda effort to cre- 
ate an. image as if we are not 
performing in terms of our agree- 
ment is really without a factual 
basis,” De Klerk told an air port 
news conference. 

The ANC has threatened to 
pull out of power-sharing talks 
with De Klerk and consider re- 
suming its suspended armed 
struggle unless political prisoners 
are freed and the return of exiles 
arranged by April 30 under an 
ANC-govemment agreement. 

The ANC has set a second 
deadline of May 9 for another set 
of demands to be met, including 
the ending of township warring 
and the dismissal of Law and 
Order Minister Adriaan Vlok and 
Defence Minister Magnus Malan. 

Violence in black townships 
mainly between the ANC and the 
rival Tnicariia Freedom Party has 
kille d at least 600 people so for 
this year. 

“We are absolutely on sche- 
dule with regard to question of 
political prisoners and with re- 
gard to the question of exiles,” 
De KleTk said. 

De Klerk said that on his tour, 
aimed at further easing South 
Africa’s international isolation, 
he found a “realisation that con- 
frontational ultimatums should 
be avoided.” 

“Note has been taken of the 
commission (investigating vio- 
lence) which we intend to estab- 
lish and the (multiparty) confer- 
ence on vflence- which we have 
called for May 24.” 

De Klerk says less than 200 
political prisoners remain in jail 
but the ANC, the largest black 
opposition group, says hundreds 
more are in captivity. 

It says anti-ANC bias in the 
government bureaucracy is slow- 
ing the return of exiles. Up to 
40,000 South Africans are in exile 
but only several hundred have 
returned. 

De Klerk said that on his tour 
he did not ask for concrete 
pledges of new foreign invest- 
ment in the sanctions-hit eco- 
nomy and therefore did not re- 
ceive any. Bat Dew investment 
was nevertheless coming in, he 
added. 

“On the plane a South African 
businessman told me he went 
over and came back with an 
additional $40 million in orders. 
Another told me how his exports 
are growing,” he said. 

British banking sources in Lon- 
don said investors were con- 
cerned about township violence 
and were waiting for dearer sig- 
nals of what political and econo- 
mic^tructures would emerge in a 
post-apartheid government. 


Rocard visit is further sign of 

improved ties with N. Zealand 


WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
(AP) — French Premier Michel 
Rocard arrives Monday for a 
three-day visit to New Zealand 
aimed at mending relations 
strained by the Rainbow Warrior 
sinking nearly six years ago. 

It is the first visit to the Sooth 
Pacific nation by a top French 
official since French secret ser- 
vice agents sank the Rainbow 
warrior, the flagship of the en- 
vironmental group Greenpeace, 
in Auckland Harbour on July 10, 
1985. Greenpeace photographer 
Fernando Pereira drowned. 

“This risk signifies the end of a 
period of tensions since the Rain- 
bow Warrior,” a source dose to 
Rocard said in Paris. “The pre-. 
urier will sign a friendship treaty 
that will put this episode behind 
ns once and for all.” 

New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jim Bolger hopes Rocard’s visit 
will lay the foundation for a new 
and constructive relationship. 

The two countries continue to 
disagree over nuclear policy, but 
Bolger said they also have much 
in common: Shared interests in 
the South Pacific and Antarctica, 
environmental and trade matters. 

“It will be very useful to discuss 
not only the many areas in which 
we can work together, but also 
those where we have differing 
views,” Bolger said last week. 

Discussions will centre afiow- 



Michel Rocard 

ing French territories and depart- 
ments like New Caledonia and 
Polynesia to participate more ful- 
ly in South Pacific regional 
affairs. 

France also would like to open 
a privileged trade relationship 
with New Zealand that would 
allow the South Pacific nation 
greeter access to the international 
arena, the French source said. 

Neither side expects any major 
position shifts on the issue of 
French nuclear testing. 

“We don't ask that the New 
Zealanders accept our nuclear 
testing, but we hope we can do 
other things with them, especially 
environmental work on Antarc- 
tica and the whales,” the French 
source said. 


New Zealand, population 3.5 
million, has been a world leader 
in the anti-nuclear movement. 

The year before the Rainbow 
Warrior incident, the Labour 
Party government of then- Prime 
Minister David Lange initiated a 
no-nuclear policy that led. to 
estrangement with the United 
States. U.S. warships have been 
prevented from making p ort c alls 

because the Defence Department 
refuses to divulge whether they 
cany nuclear weapons. 

Since Bolger became prime 
minister in the National Party s 
election loss last October, New 
Zealand has been trying to foster 
better relations with both Paris 
and Washington, although Bolger 
says the no-nuclear policy will 
remain. 

The Rainbow Warrior, a con- 
verted trawleT, had been prepar- 
ing to lead a protest fleet to the 
French nuclear test site at Murur- 
oa Atoll in French Polynesia 
when two explosions ripped holes 
in its bull. 

The incident sparked a wave of 
outrage at France, which already 
had been under strong criticism 
throughout the South Pacific for 
its nuclear testing programme. 

French agents Maj. Alain 
Mafart and Capt. Dominique 
Prieur were arrested and sent- 
enced to 10 years in prison after 
pleading guilty to manslaughter. 


m 

3 hurt in Basque separatist attack 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (AP) 
— Suspected Basque separatists 
fired on soldiers and their rela- 
tives as they prepared for a milit- 
ary ceremony at an army base 
Saturday, injuring three people, 
police said. 

The attackers, using at least 
one high-powered rifle with a 
telescopic sight, fired between 
four and seven shots at the army 
complex in this northern Basque 


dty, said police. 

The attack came as the soldiers 
and their relatives were gathered 
in an open area for a ceremony 
pledging allegiance to the flag, 
said a police spokesman who 
declined identification. 

No group immediately claimed 
responsibility. 

But the spokesman said the 
attack appeared to the work of 
the Basque separatist organisa- 
tion ETA, which seeks independ- 


ence from Spain for the three- 
province northern Basque region. 

The injured included army Col. 
Jose Luis Garcia de Frias, 54, 
who was shot in the thigh, the 
spokesman said. 

The group has claimed respon- 
sibility for killing nearly 700 peo- 
ple since beginning their violent 
campaign for independence in 
1968. So far this year, ETA has 
claimed seven killings. 


Fate of thousands of Indians are 
unknown after Costa Rica quake 


SAN JOSE, Costa Rica (Agen- 
cies) — The fate of thousandsof 
Costa Rican Indians living in a 
remote jungle area near the 
epicentre of Monday's earthquake 
was unknown Friday and author- 
ities said hundreds may have 
been killed. 

“This may seem exaggerated, 
but we fear for the lives of 700 
Indians,” Mario Alvarado, an 
official at the government’s 
National Commission of Indige- 


nous Affairs, told Reuters in a 
telephone interview. 

“Our fears are based on the 
degree of destruction we have 
been able to observe in the re- 
serve areas after flying over the 
region in planes and helicopters," 
he said. 

He added that whole moun- 
tainsides had collapsed in the 
quake. 

Rescue teams bad just begun to 
penetrate the dense jungle along 


the banks of the Telire River 
where many of the Bribri, Cabe- 
car, Barbilla and Code Indians 
were living when the quake hit, 
said Ulises Quezada, a spokes- 
man for the Costa. Rican Red 
Cross. 

He said there was no word on 
what the rescue teams had disco- 
vered under the thick jungle 
canopy but added that Alvarado's 
fears were shared by many offi- 
cials here. 


Tornadoes kill at least 30 in U.S. 


ANDOVER, Kansas (AP) — 
Tornadoes ripped through Kan- 
sas and Oklahoma, killing at least 
30 people. 

The twisters, which were re- 
ported across a wide area of south 
east Kansas and north eastern 
Oklahoma, chased legislators 
from the Kansas statehouse, 
damaged a hospital at an air force 
base and wrought devastation in 
Andover, Kansas, a town of 
5,000 just east of Wichita. 

At least 22 were killed there 
and 500 homes were damaged. 
Andover Mayor Jack Finlason 
told reporters. Law enforcement 
officials weren’t immediately able 
to confirm the death count. 

“The south east part of town, 
especially the mobile home park, 
is- completely leveled. The in- 


juries are too numerous at this 
point to assess,” Finlason said. 

The Golden Spur Mobile 
Home Park was leveled. Authories 
planned to search for victims 
there throughout the night. 

“There are still, we’re afraid, 
injured people trapped,” said 
Stan Cox, a Butler County sher- 
iffs captain. 

Harold Harris of Wichita 
watched a twister touch down on 
a farm northwest of town. 

“We saw the tornado coming 
across the field," he said. “A 
bam disappeared and it tore the 
devil out of the house.” 

A sheriffs official in Sedgewick 
County', which includes Wichita, 
estimated that up to 200 people 
were taken to hospitals. 

Kansas Lawmakers were 


ordered to evacuate the state- 
house because of storms heading 
for Topeka. 

Gov. Joan Finney has autho- 
rised National Guard troops and 
Kansas State Highway Patrolmen 
to go to the Wichita-Andover 

area for reinforcements. 

Oklahoma authorities blamed 
tornadoes for at least three 
deaths in the northeastern pan of 
that state. 

■ 

One person died when a Tor- 
nado hit a street comer in Copan, 
in northeastern Oklahoma near 
the Kansas broder, where cars 
“were rolled up like little balls,” 
said Bartlesville shift chief Larry 
Topping. 

Tornadoes also hit Nebraska 
and Louisiana. 


Council to seek applicants for next U.N. chief 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Hie U.N. Security Council is 
about to ask potential candidates 
for the secretary-general ’s post to 
step forth so it can recommend a, 
successor to Javier Perez de Cuel- 
lar in October, diplomats said. 
Bat it not yet dear whether 

Perez de Cuellar will step down 
when his current five-year term 
expired at the end of this year. 

Several delegations, including 
the British, French and Soviets, 
are said to be considering making 
an attempt to persuade the 71- 
year-old Perez de Cuellar to serve 
on for a partial term, perhaps for 
two years. 

However, Perez de Cuellar 
said m January that 1991 would 
be ‘‘the 10th and final year of my 
tenure as secretary-general of the 
United Nations.” 

The Security Council is getting 
the search for a secretary-general 
under way by drafting a letter to . 
all 159 member states asking 
them to notify the council of any 
worthy candidates for the post 

It is not known exactly when 
the letter will be sent, but it is 
expected to go out by mid-May. 

The secretary-general, who re- 
ceives $183,000 a year, is re- 
sponsible for running the 14,000- 
strong U.N. staff and administer- 


ing its $1 billion annual budget. 

“The Security Council has 
agreed informally that it is going 

to tty to make its recommenda- 
tion (on a candidate) during the 
month of October, ” said the 
British ambassador, Sir David 
Hansay. 

“All delegations need good adva- 
nce knowledge of wbo is in the field” 
so the council can recommend “a 

new appointee, or re-appo int ee” 
for adoption by the General 
Assembly, be said. 

“There are no restrictions on 
who may be secretary-general of 
the United Nations, and that 
includes Perez de Cuellar,” Han- 
nay said. 

Another council diplomat said 
privately that the body wants 
plenty of advance notice so it has 
time to investigate the back- 
grounds of tiie candidates. 

“We don’t want another Kurt 
Waldheim,” be quipped. 

Waldheim, the Austrian who 
served two terms as secretary- 
general from 1972-81 and unsuc- 
cessfully campaigned for a third 
term, concealed his World War II 
service as a German army officer 
in the Balkans. 

The secret campaigning and 
lobbying among nations will in- 
tensify in the summer and reach a 


climax this autumn, when the 
Security Council will make its 
choice and present it to the 
General Assembly for approval. 

In practice, the five permanent 
Security Council members with 
veto power — the United States, 
Soviet Union, China, Britain and 
France — agree upon a mutually' 
acceptable candidate to present 
to the General Assembly. 

At least 26 candidates, both 
famous and obscure, have 
emerged from all comers of the 
world as possible successors to 
Perez de Cuellar, a Peruvian. 

Some potential candidates, 
such as former Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
and British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher, are considered 
long-shots because the five 
permanent Security Council 
members have traditionally 
blocked nominees from their own 
ranks. 

“It is a practice that the five 
permanent members have never 
provided a secretary-general, and 
I would be very surprised if that is 
broken,” Hannay said. 

Others who are considered 
more likely possibilities include: 

— Retired Nigerian Gen. 
Olusegun Obasanjo, a former 
president- . 


— Olara Otunnu, a former 
Ugandan U.N. ambassador. 

— Ah Alatas, the 1 forei gn 
minister of Indonesia who has 
been deeply involved in seeking a 
diplomatic solution to Cambo- 
dia's civil war. 

7 “ Gro Harlem Brundtland, 
prime minister of Norway. 

— Thorvald Stoltenberg, fore- 
ign minister of Norway and for- 
mer U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 

— Martti Ahtisaari, a U.N. 

undersecretary-general from Fin- 
land who was the top U.N. offi- 
cial overseeing Namibia’s transi- 
tion to independence. 

— Prince Sadruddin Aga Kha- 
na, who is in charge of coordinat- 

relicf programme 

m the Gulf and is a former U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
fusees. 

— Tommy Koe, Singapore’s 
former ambassador to Washing- 
ton and the United Nations. 

k .T ,9S car Arias Sanchez, the 
Nobel Peace Prize winner and 

President 

who devised the Central Amer- 
,can peace plan. 

m^^r CC - Stn>n *’ a Canadian 
mdtmuLUonaire now organising a 

U-N. conference on thHnvinfn! 


Kangaroo testicles 
— a tasty little 
gourmet dish 

SYDNEY (R) — Lightly sauteed 
kangaroo testicles are proving 
popular among women patrons of 
the old Willows Brewery Res- 
taurant in South Australia. 
“When they first find out what 
they are a woman finds she can 
eat them, but a man squirms a 
bit,” chef Wendy Brown told 
Reuters by telephone _ from the 
restaurant at Pichi Richi Pass, 
about 270 kilometres north of 
Adelaide. Flinders Ranges Fan- 
cies, or kangaroo testicles, come 
reasonably priced at three Au- 
stralian dollars ($2.30) for a plate 
of three. It’s a tasty little gour- 
met dish — jsut lightly pan-fried 
so you still have the nice fla- 
vour,” said Brown. The peculiar- 
ly Australian dish has the texture 
of an oyster and is ah acquired 
taste, she said. “I tried them the 
second time and I think I would 
probably not try them the third 
time.” Brown said she got the 
idea of serving kangaroo testicles 
after reading about Rocky Moun- 
tain oysters, or sheep testicles, in 
the United States. 

China to send 
panda pair 
to 1992 Olympics 

PEKING ( API — China plans to 
loan a pair of giant pandas to 
Spain for the opening of the 1992 
summer Olympics in Barcelona, 
an official report said. The mayor 
of Barcelona wrote to China last 
year asking for the pandas to 
“make the ceremony more col- 
ourful,” the China Daily said. 
The two pandas will be on exhibit 
for three months at the Barcelona 
Zoo, which will be celebrating its 
100th anniversary next year. The 
report did not say if Spain would 
pay for the use of the pandas. 
Zoos in the United States, Bel- 
gium, Australia and Japan have 
paid $300,000 to 500,000 to bor- 
row pandas pairs for temporary 
exhibition. China's practice of 
loaning out its rare pandas, which 
face extinction in the wild, has 
come under fire. Pandas are na- 
tive only to central and south- 
ewest China, and only about 
1,100 pandas exist in the wild, 
down from 2.000 in 1977. In 1988, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
suspended issuance of import 
licenses that the transport of pan- 
das be rcause of objections from 
American conservationists that 
the transport of pandas exploited 
them for profit and interrupted 
efforts to breed them in China. 
“The Chinese are running rent-a- 
panda schemes where they re- 
ceive several thousand dollars for 
sending them to different zoos 
every three or four months,” Dr. 
Ulysses Seal, a world expert on 
the breeding of rare animals, said 
last December at a meeting of the 
International Union for the Con- 
servation of Nature, one of the 
world's largest environmental 

organisations. 

■ 

Senator accuses 
NBC 

of sensationalism 
in planned expose 

RICHMOND, Virginia (R) — 
Senator Charles Robb, son-in- 
Idw of the late U.S. President 
Lyndon Johnson and a possible 
presidential contender himself, 
has accused NBC News of reck- 
less sensationalism in a planned 
sex and drugs expose concerning 
him. But the network said it was 
going ahead with the programme 
‘Expose.” It declined comment 
on the show’s contents. Robb, 51, 
a conservative Virginia Democrat 
married to Johnson's daughter 
Lynda Bird, said the programme 
will allege that he committed 
adultery and knowingly attended 
cocaine parties — charges he 
totally denied. Robb challenged 
NBC’s motives in airing such 
charges in an angry letter to 

network anchorman Tom Bro- 
kaw, who also is the host of 
_ Expose.” Meanwhile, another 
U.S. senator. New York Republi- 

^ /Hf onse d’Amato, accused 
! ^vision programme 
oU Minutes ’ of planning to run a 

s . toI T on Idm and that CBS 
had denied him the right to rebut 

foe story live on the show. CBS 
oecUned comment on the content 
of the piece. 

Lavish wedding 
for Ozal son 

ISTANBUL (R) — About 400 
police with guard dogs sur- 
rounded a luxury new hotel in 
Istanbul Friday evening as 
and entertainers prepared a law 
a* wedding for President Turgut 
UzaJ 5 youngest sou Efe. Turkish 
newspapers calculate that the 

cost at least $500,000. 
tie Ozal, who recently set up his 
®wn brokerage house on fotan- 
ls stock marker, is marrying 

■^ynep, daughter of industrialist 
Alpaslan Besikcioglu. 







